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Shuttle expands times 


Efforts pay off and 
shuttle serves more 
students 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


It may not have been publicly 
celebrated by the masses on the 


Exhibit offers insight 
into the Pompeii 
disaster 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


The beautiful Roman _ city, 
Pompeii, once was perched upon 
Mount Vesuvius, but something the 
people there didn’t know was that the 
beautiful mountain was actually a 
volcano. Ready to erupt and destroy 
their entire city at any moment. 

The fateful day came in the sum- 
mer of 79 AD when Mount Vesuvius 
erupted, forever freezing and_pre- 
serving the lives of the people from 
Pompeii. 

Recently, Northern Essex history 
classes were able to see the lives of 
these victims in the exhibition ‘A 
Day in Pompeii’ currently at the 
Boston Museum of Science. 

It wasn’t until the mid-18th cen- 


File Photo 


campus quad or through the halls 


of the C_ building, but the 
announcement of shuttle schedule 
expanding was without a doubt 
good news for commuters of 
Lawrence, MA. 

NECC President Lane Glen 
said in an email sent out to all stu- 
dents, “After consulting with stu- 
dent leaders, faculty and staff on 
both campuses, and members of 
the President’s Cabinet, I am 


loring 


tury when the buried city Pompeii 
was rediscovered by archeologists. 
Pompeii was advanced for its time; 
they even had plastic surgeons to 
remove moles from people’s skin. 

“You can see how they lived and 
how they faced this,” Ligia 
Domenech, a NECC history profes- 
sor, said. 

The eruption of this voleano was 
particularly unusual. As the charac- 
teristics such as lava normally associ- 
ated with eruptions was mute 
because it was a Plinian eruption. 
This type of eruption involves gas, 
magma and ash that formed a mas- 
sive column in the sky. Eventually 
this destructive concoction cools and 
falls back down to the earth as 
pumice. 

According to sources, the erup- 
tion lasted approximately 24 hours. 
According to sources, at the peak of 
the eruption about 100 tons of 
magma, gas and ash was released 
from the volcano every single sec- 
ond. 

A witness to the event named 


pleased to announce that starting 
on Monday, October 31st the 
Lawrence/Haverhill shuttle hours 
will be extended until after the 
completion of classes each day, for 
the remainder of the 2011-2012 
academic year.” 

The shuttle service from the 
Haverhill campus of Northern 
Essex to the Lawrence campus has 
been the subject of much debate 
and controversy. 

The shuttle holds 11 peopte, 
and because it is a free service to 
all students, it is in high demand. 
Last year, the shuttle was on a first 
come-first serve basis, until the 
shuttle pass system ‘was imple- 
mented. Students who obtain a 
shuttle pass in the security office 
before hand are reserved a seat on 
the shuttle. 

The shuttle’s previous times 
ranged from 7:15A.M to 3:00PM. 
If a student- was depending on the 
shuttle for their classes, these times 
would completely limit their 
schedules to early morning to mid- 
afternoon. 

Heather Norcross, an 
Elementary Education major and a 
member of the Student Senate, 
said, “I advocated for change to the 


shuttle system because it did not 
make sense for the college to offer 
classes that occurred once a year 
on one campus without aiding 
those who could only get to the 
other campus easily. Also the 
evening students, like me, were 
pretty much left to pay for cabs 
home since the MVRTA buses stop 
after 7P.M.” 

Steven Brown, a Liberal Arts 
Biology major here at Northern 
Essex, has been a long time advo- 
cate for changes in the shuttle serv- 
ice. 

“It was about two semesters 
ago when I was having a hard time 
affording» gas to my Haverhill 
classes. That's when I began to 
look into the shuttle for a greener, 
more affordable means of trans- 
portation. But the more I looked 
into it, the more I realized how 
unrealistic that was, being that 
many of my required courses are 
only offered in the evening or not 
offered at both campuses. So I was 
stuck picking up an extra shift at 
work to pay for gas and ultimately 
devoting less energy to my course- 
work.” 

The new schedule was put 
together after thoughts and consid- 


erations by students, and faculty 
members from both campuses. 

Richard Goulet, Director of 
Facilities and Security and also a 
part of putting the schedule togeth- 
er, said that not everybody’s going 
to be happy, but, “[the shuttle serv- 
ice] is better than what it was.” 
Goulet also went on to say that the 
next step, need there be one, would 
be bigger shuttles to accommodate 
more students. 

Brown said that the biggest 
obstacle in getting the schedule 
changed was pessimism. “Quite a 
few people along the way said that 
we were wasting our time and that 
the shuttle situation would never 
change. 

“But it's really inspiring to see 
that we as students do have power 
to influence the way that our 
school operates. And it shows that 
rather than just complaining about 
things, we all need to constructive- 
ly advocate for our needs.” 

Specifically, the last shuttle 
leaving from Haverhill to 
Lawrence will be 10:15 p.m. For a 
list of all the shuttle times, the stu- 
dent engagement center has posted 
flyers on all the bulletin boards. 


an ancient worl 


Pliny the Younger, who was located 
in the Bay of Naples when it 
occurred, wrote “Darkness fell, not 
the dark of a moonless or cloudy 
night, but as if the lamp had been put 
out in a dark room” 

Eventually the entire city was 
buried in ash. The eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius occurred nearly 1700 years 
ago. Forever freezing the bodies, art 
and everyday items that the Roman’s 
used. 

Featured at the exhibit are over 
250 artifacts from Pompeii. Perhaps 
the most interesting though are the 
body casts of the victims. At least 
twelve body casts are on display, 
there are people grasping each other 
and even a man covering his face to 
avoid getting hit by the ash. 

There was even a dog that was 
buried by ash that at the time of the 
eruption was scratching an itch on its 
back. The dog’s collar still can be 
seen by onlookers. 

“Some students were so moved 
that they couldn’t see the people... 
you could see the people in the exact 


Chantal McGovern Photo 


Shown above is a body cast of a man kneeling to avoid 
getting hit by debris when the volcano exploded. 


moment they saw “it,” Professor 


Domenech said. “You can see their 


suffering. It is such a vulnerable situ- 
ation.” 
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Preparing for the 
upcoming long haul 


Two hundred pages of text, neon yel- 
low highlighters and three and a quarter 
espresso shots normally would have 
nothing in common. 

But, as the semester approaches 
crunch time, they do share something 
mutual because all three of the afore- 
mentioned items are destined to be 
spread across your desk. 

Agreed, this is unfortunate, especial- 
ly when you need to see the new 
Twilight movie. However, you have to 
study in order to get passing grades. 

Unless, you have some sort of desire 
to fail your classes. Than, we recom- 
mend you clear off your desk and have 
some good old fashioned fun. 

But, chances are that you don’t want 
to fail. 

So, don’t worry, in mere weeks the 
semester will come to a close and, all of 


your work will be completed and passed 
in. 

Hopefully. 

Until then, at the Observer, we would 
like to offer a few tips on stress man- 
aged. 

1) Don't wait until ten minutes 
before class to do your math homework. 

Unless you are a tutor in the Math 
Center chances are that your answers 
will be wrong. 

2) Don't consume alcohol while 
you are studying.Studying under the 
influence is not recommended and your 
writing will probably be horrible.With 
several punctuation errors. 

3) Don't skip class, too often. 
Since if you do, your professor probably 
will give you a failing grade for atten- 
dance and you need those points. 


UNEMPLOYMENT — 
moss 


MCT Campus Editoral 


Is it too early for Christmas stuff? 


Thomas Kennedy 

Liberal Arts: Creative Art 
“Yes, it is. It’s very early 
for Christmas stuff. But 
we live in America, what 
do you expect? Everyone 


“No.” 


wants to celebrate 
Christmas before 
Thanksgiving.” 


Do you need 


to contact us? 


Address 
Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, 
Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 
978-556-3633 


Adviser 
978-556-3397 
Ad =a 
978-556-3397 
Email 
Observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the 
right to edit, condense and refuse 
all submissions. 


Skerby Otivin 
Physical Therapy 


Analcis Minana James Morgan-Thames Lucas Flach Jennifer Emery 
General Studies General Studies General Studies Liberal Arts 

“I don’t think it’s early. “The fourteenth? No, it’s “Yes. Definitely wait “From working in a 
It's almost December, I not too early.” until after retail store and having 
mean, ‘it’s right around Thanksgiving.” : to unpack all that frig- 


the corner.” 
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resume and to observer@necc.mass.edu 


ging glitter? Yes.” 


Publication schedule 


Issue Publication Date 


Deadline 


Ad/Copy 


#7 Dec: 7 Dec. 1 


#8 Dec. 14 Dec. 7 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers, Letters for publica- | 
tion may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the 
newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject } 
line or risk not being received by the Observer email system 


| 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Occupy Myths 


Refuting commonly 
heard claims about 
Occupy Boston 


By STEVE BROWN 
Correspondent 


1) “They aren’t protesting against 
anything specific.” 

While it is very true that there are 
people of many different backgrounds 
and viewpoints participating in the 
Occupy movement, there are certainly 
common ideas and goals that unite 
close to everyone involved. The influ- 
ence that corporations and the richest 
1% of the nation have on government 
is one of these major issues. For exam- 
ple, corporations and the top 1% are 
essentially able to legally bribe politi- 
cians by funding their election cam- 
paigns. 

Without corporate greed, do you 
believe that we would be in a war with 
Iraq right now? We, the 99%, elected 
our governing officials so that they 
could represent us —.but as a result of 
corporate influence, they do not. This 
is a huge problem that needs to be 
addressed. 


2) “They are just lazy and don’t 
want to have to work hard. They want 
wealth and prosperity to be handed to 
them.” 

Tell that to the groups of war vet- 
erans living across from my tent or the 
doctors and EMT’s that volunteer 
there as medics. Again, this movement 
is about the government representing 
the interests of 99% (that’s us), not the 
banks, oil companies and weapons 
manufacturers. It is also important to 
note that various trade and nursing 
unions, which represent some of the 
hardest workers in Boston, are some 
of the most important participants and 
supporters of the Occupy Boston 
movement. 

3) “The protestors are all a 
(fill in the blank with the type of peo- 
ple that you have heard are at Occupy) 

Obviously anyone making such a 
claim has never bothered to visit 


Dewey Square to see just how diverse 
the campsite really is. Amongst the 
mass of protesters are many Iraq war 
veterans, lawyers, students, homeless, 
nurses and doctors, construction 
workers, and retirees — all of a diverse 
range of ages, races, and economic 
background. 


4) “Camping out won’t change 
anything.” 

Actually, pessimism won’t change 
anything. Throughout history, civil 
disobedience has provided a major 
outlet for people to convey their mes- 
sages to governments during desperate 
times. Do you enjoy the fact that 
women have the right to vote, public 
schools are not segregated by law, and 
the work day was reduced from a 14- 
hour day to an 8-hour day? Civil dis- 
obedience, characterized by boycotts, 
marches, strikes and sit-ins, has long 
been used to create crisis situations 
that both put pressure on the govern- 
ment, as well as bring national atten- 
tion to serious issues. This year, a 
group of protestors camped out in 
Cairo, Egypt helped lead to an actual 
revolution that overthrew their “presi- 
dent.” So, on the contrary, occupying 
your couch won’t change anything. 


5) “They aren’t going to last the 
winter.” 

Occupy Boston is winterizing the 
camp as we speak. 


Rather than attempt to paint a per- 
fect picture of Occupy Boston, I sug- 
gest you go there and check it out 
yourself. Check out the bicycle gener- 
ator donated by MIT. Grab a free 
meal from the food tent. Sit in on the 
nightly General Assemblies to get a 
feel for what’s going on. And when 
you do finally visit, if you feel so 
inclined, get involved. 

See you there. 


Steve Brown is an NECC student 
and resident of Occupy Boston. 

NECC’s club, Students for a 
Democratic Society are currently 
organizing support for the protest. 
You can learn more on Fridays at 
12pm in C-109. 


It’s not their job 


Its not the Occupy 
protesters job to 


write legislation 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Opinion Editor 


It's hard to miss the protesters 
in the streets of every major city 
in the U.S. right now. If you're 
willing to go as far as reading 
some of the cardboard signs, you 
might even know what they're out 
there for. 

But once you get past a certain 
level of understanding, a grasp on 
the diversity of views and con- 
cerns, and a real sense of the scale 
of the movement, the question 
becomes, what are they going to 
do about it? 

But that's kind of a bad ques- 
tion. . 

Of the many things that the 
Occupy movement stands for, one 
of the most obvious, and most 
overlooked, points is that politics 
and economics are complicated: 
The national climate in the last 
decade which pressures us to treat 
every issue as though it can be 
reduced to a fifth-grade level of 
understanding is a _ problem, 
because most government issues 
aren't that simple. If they were, 
we wouldn't need a government. 

But the demands of the 24- 
hour news cycle format compel 
the media to reduce genuinely 
complicated political issues to the 
point of distortion. Incidentally, 
that's one of the major reasons the 
news is having so much difficulty 
explaining what the protests are 
all about. 

The people out in the streets 
are, mostly, not anarchists. That's 
sort of the point -- they're people 
who believe that the complex 
issues of governing require 
trained professionals to come up 
with genuine solutions more com- 
plicated than the slogans used to 
describe them. 
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These signs, from Occupy Boston, aren’t ambiguous. 
They’re just not proposals for legislation. 


The point of a protest -- the 
point of the occupations -- is to be 
there. To be in the way. To 
demand to be dealt with. What the 
actual solution is going to look 
like isn't the job of the protesters. 
That's the job of the politicians. 
It's what they're for. 

There are people in the streets 
right now because those politi- 
cians are, quite obviously, not 
doing their jobs. 


We live in a political envo- 
rionment where the decisionmak- 
ing process grinds to a halt every 
time more than 40 percent of the 
legislators aren’t getting their 
way. 

It's not the responsibility of 
the people who point that out to 
take over for them -- it's the 
politicians' responsibility to start 
taking their responsibility to their 
citizens seriously. 


Battling mental illness sigma 


The bias against the 
mentally ill needs to 
be fought 


By ALEXANDRA IANNAZZI 
Correspondent 


Stigmas against mental illness- 
es have been around just as long as 
mental illnesses themselves. 
People every day are judged and 
bullied because of an illness that 
they never asked for; a diagnosis 
that they never wanted. And what 
is worse is that most of the people 
who judge the mentally ill don’t 
even notice that they are doing it, 
and how hurtful certain things can 
be to those who suffer from mental 
disabilities.’ 

Emma Elwell, a 19 year old 
from Auburn, Maine, sees the 
effects that stigmas have on her 
friends who suffer from mental ill- 
nesses. 

“Stigmas have been a part of 
our society forever, and no one gets 
reprimanded for the hurtful things 
they say. It’s so accepted now,” 


Elwell says. 

These problems are hardly 
addressed in the media and no one 
realizes what they say can be very 
harmful to those living with a men- 
tal illness. 

Stigmas exist everywhere, even 
inside the minds of the mentally ill, 
and wreak havoc on the people 
who need the most understanding 
and compassion. Many people fear 
what they do not understand, and 
most people believe that they can- 
not understand mental illness 
unless they have one themselves, 
but that is false. 

People can learn about the ill- 
ness and gain knowledge on how to 
approach those in our lives who 
have been diagnosed with some- 
thing beyond their control. It is 
possible to understand the mind of 
a mentally ill person without hav- 
ing the condition yourself, all it 
takes is time, a will to listen, and 
an open mind to treat those who 
suffer from mental conditions like 
they should be treated: like a 
human being. 

Chemical imbalances in the 
brain are not uncommon, and they 


can vary from something simple 
and easy to treat to something more 
severe that may take years of ther- 
apy and medical treatment to main- 
tain. No one condition is like 
another and each method of treat- 
ment varies depending on the per- 
son and what their needs are. But 
no matter what, stigmas still exist. 

Some people view mental ill- 
ness as a weakness, as something 
that can be controlled and con- 
tained with just the power of one’s 
mind. This is not true. 

Having a mental illness is just 
as severe as having a physical ill- 
ness, but because it isn’t something 
that can be seen; something tangi- 
ble with x-rays to prove the condi- 
tion, it is seen as less than what it 
is: something that needs to be taken 
seriously. 

Many people fear those with 
mental illnesses, thinking they are 
violent or unsafe, when in reality 
most of those who have been diag- 
nosed with a mental illness are far 
from violent. 

Margaret Emmett, a mother of 
a bipolar child, often runs into the 
stigmas surrounding mental illness 


daily. 

“At work today there were two 
women discussing a mentally 
unstable man diagnosed with bipo- 
lar disorder who opened fire at his 
place of work. These ladies then 
began making assumptions that 
every person who is diagnosed as 
bipolar would be capable of doing 
something like that and I couldn’t 
help but correct them. I was very 
irritated that they felt it was alright 
to lump every person with bipolar 
into that category,” Emmett says. 

Not every mentally ill person is 
dangerous. Most of them are just 
trying to live their lives the best 
that they can with what they have. 
Stigmas are not only born out of 
fear, but also ignorance and wrong- 
ful assumptions. 

Mental illnesses exist because 
of chemical imbalances in the 
brain, which is not something peo- 
ple can cause themselves. 

It takes a lot of strength and 
courage to live with a mental ill- 
ness, not only because of the igno- 
rance of others, but also the doubt 
that stigmas cause within the per- 
son with the illness. 


Many people who have been 
diagnosed with mental illnesses 
believe that they are crazy or psy- 
cho and feel as if they won’t ever 
be good enough to reach their 
dreams because of their illness. 

This is false; people who suffer 
from mental illnesses can reach 
their goals and be successful. 

Sarah Cram, a 20 year old from 
Bradford, Mass., has depression. 
"Growing up, kids thought I was 
strange. 

I was labeled as the kid with 
issues, and | was treated different- 
ly by my teachers and peers,” Cram 
says. 

“We are not crazy people; we 
are just wired differently and the 
sooner the world can figure that 
out, the sooner we can all under- 
stand that the only thing that makes 
us different is that our brains don’t 
work the exact way that they do for 
other people. Support systems 
should be put in place so that no 
person with a mental illness will 
ever feel like they have no one to 
turn to. We are strong individuals, 
and everyone should understand 
that.” 
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A response to 
event coverage in 


the last issue 
Dear Editor, 


I was upset and offended after 
reading the opinion article pub- 
lished in the Nov 2 issue called 
‘Experience does not equal 
Interest’ by Ashley Schena. | 
believe everyone is entitled to 
‘their opinion even if I do not 
agree but in this case my opinion 
was spoken for and I was not 
asked and I strongly disagreed 
with what was voiced in that arti- 
cle. There were also several erro- 
neous facts reported. 

The article said: “Toward the 
end of the discussion, the audi- 
ence was left with more ques- 
tions than answers, some were 
perturbed due to the graphic con- 
tent of the discussion and the rest 
were aloof after sitting in an 
auditorium for two hours to a 


very monotonous speech.” 


‘) Northeastern University 
=" College of Professional Studies 


Take the Next Step.Transfer Your Credits 
to Fast Track Your Bachelor’s Degree 


Our Fast-Track degree completion programs allow you 


to transfer in your associate degree (or equivalent) 


Apparently I was either per- 
turbed because of the graphic 
content or aloof because of a two 
hour speech. | can tell you I was 
neither, and very far from it. | 
don't know why the opinion of 
everyone present was accounted 
for in this article. I was certainly 
not interviewed. I know there 
were several professors in atten- 
dance and I have to wonder if 
they were interviewed or polled, 
because that seems an uncharac- 
teristic remark from any of the 
professors I have known here at 
NECC. 

1 found S. 


speech to be riveting and reveal- 


Brian Willson's 


ing. As far as his tone | did note 
he did not smile and sat very still 
on the table only occasionally 
rocking back and forth. When he 
finished his recount of what hap- 
pened | could see a visual sigh of 
relief, and he even broke a brief 
smile for a moment, almost a if it 
had pained him to recount what 
happened. 

In the quote above Schena's 


comment on the “two hours of a 


very monotonous speech” is mis- 
taken, along with her report of 
the speech occurring from “Ip.m. 
to 2p.m.”. How can a one hour 
speech be a two hour speech? 
The speech actually was sched- 
uled for 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. Brian 
Willson was about eight minutes 
late (possibly because he's handi- 
capped and it's a long walk, but 
who knows). The speech lasted 
12:08 


There was a brief introduction, 


from about 1:38 p.m. 
followed by about 50 minutes of 
Willson 
ences in Vietnam and after. He 
15-18 


recanting his experi- 


spent the next minutes 
summing up and telling of his 
philosophy on what happened 
and what is happening now. That 
was followed by questions. 

Schena reported in her arti- 
cle, “Through the presentation, 
the audience grew restless and 
wanted the scope of the presenta- 
tion to open up to the author, 
which it never did.” 

There were in fact about thir- 
teen minutes of questions in the 


end. Three people present asked 


Not every article should be printed 


questions, one by Professor 
Lisette Espinoza. 

The questions and_ the 
answers were both long. The 


questions were called short when 
someone announced that the stu- 
dents needed to go to classes. 

As far as people leaving dur- 
ing the presentation I did note a 
couple people get up and leave 
after about an hour. 

Right after that someone up 
front said that students had to 
leave for classes. | counted about 
34 people present in the audience 
total and | remember when it was 
over noting to myself that a good 
amount of those people seemed 
to stay for the entire thing. 

How can what Schena said 
“most of the audience felt” be 
based on “the overt usage of cell 
phones, clicking, noises, stu- 
dent's leaving outright?” As I 
said it was announced twice that 
leave for 


students needed to 


classes, and cell phones and 
clicking noises I have been told 


by numerous professors at this 


es. 

Schena is entitled to her opin- 
ion. Have found her other articles 
to be very interesting, I'm sure 
she is a good writer. 

But it was well known that I 
attended that speech and | did not 
like that negative opinion which | 
did not agree with being spoken 
for me. 

I actually met Willson a few 
days later im Manchester NH at 
the Occupy NH site. Both times | 
enjoyed listening to him. 

Some of things he said during 
the speech were gruesome but 
there are 18-year-old kids in our 
armed forces that have to. see 
such things first hand. | feel 
sorry for the things he and many 
other Vets have had to go through 
and am honored that he chose to 
speak at our school. 

I would suggest in the future 
that when the opinion of every- 
one present is accounted for that 
the editors ask for the records of 
the interviews or polls. 

-- Michele Simon 


Observer Features Editor 


school is a problem in their class- 


- WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 2'/ hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is a 


student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences, 
nursing and communications. 
And we're committed to using 
the credits you've already earned. 
Visit www.quinnipiac.edu to 

see why Quinnipiac is your next 


step toward a bachelor’s degree 


= — 


credits to earn your bachelor’s degree in just 18 months. and the career you want. 


¢ Information Technology * Finance & Accounting 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 
275 Mem Conmal Avenue . 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 

203-582-8612 + Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 

Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


* Management * Leadership 


TRANSFER 
SESSION 
DATES 


Nov. 22 & Jan.13 


* Health Management ¢ Organizational Communications 


1.877.668.7727 


www.northeastern.edu/cps 
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Michigan laws to prevent bullying 


Anti-bullying laws 
should help and 
protect victims 


By EMILy HAvEY 
Correspondent 


The state of Michigan is currently 
trying to pass a new anti-bullying 
legislation that has been under con- 
sideration since 2006. The legisla- 
tion was created after Matt Epling 
took his own life as a result of anti- 
gay bullying. 

This new legislation, known as 
_“Matt’s Law”, protects students 
unless the bullies believe their 
attacks were based on “a sincerely 


held religious belief or moral con- 


viction.” 

“It means they've codified into law 
the ability to bully gay kids or any- 
one else really,” said young adult 
novelist Maureen Johnson on her 
Twitter. 

Our laws are something we value, 
especially the separation of church 
and state. However, does it mean we 
cannot protect our own citizens? 

This is where separation of church 
and state comes into play. If some- 
one murders another person in the 
name of their religion, our society 
still sends them to jail for breaking 
the law and taking away someone’s 
life. If someone is belittling our 
children and causing them to take 


New payment 


Students able to pay 
online through self 
service now 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Beginning in the upcoming 
Spring 2012 semester, NECC will 


be offering a new, convenient 
method for students to pay online. 
The method is known as 'e- 
billing’, which allows students to 
pay their bill via self-service 
along with several other innova- 
tive features. Students will no 
longer receive a paper invoice 
detailing the charges of their 
tuition and fees. Instead, the 
invoice detailing the charges of 


their own life in the name of their 
religion, how has that become 
acceptable? 

At the end of the day, children are 
going to be mean to one another 
and say that they had this religious 
belief or conviction if they get 
caught. Now they will be able to get 
away with it. Where do we draw the 
line? 

By taking steps such as this law, 
we're setting our anti-bullying 
efforts back. “Matt’s Law” ironical- 
ly can protect the same anti-gay 
bullying that caused Matt to take 
his own life, if they claim it is due 
to their religious or moral convic- 


tions. 


system 


their tuition and fees will be sent 
to them through the Northern 
Essex email system. 

Since 2007, students have been 
receiving both an email and paper 
bill in the mail. 

“It was just to get them used to 
using bills online, it's a more 
detailed e-bill,” Sheri Avecedo 


said, an employee at the Bursar 
office. 


It is our responsibility as adults to 
set a good example for children. 
This law is sending a message that 
in some situations, bullying is 
acceptable. 

The real message we should be 
sending is that bullying is never 
acceptable and we should be demon- 
strating kindness to each other. 
According to 
StompOutBullying.com, every 
seven minutes a child is bullied. 85 
percent of the time, no one inter- 
venes and 11 percent of the time, a 
peer intervenes. However, only 
four percent of the time is when an 
adult intervenes. It’s time for adults 


to understand the irony and contra- 


diction this law represents. We, as a 
society, have never let religious 
conviction be an excuse for nega- 
tive, harmful behavior. Why should 
we start now? 

“All this law does is help bullies 
‘justify’ the torture they're inflict- 
ing on others for being different. It 
lets them pick and choose things 
they don't like about a person and 
then say it's okay because the bible 
says this while completely ignor- 
ing other teachings,” said Cristina 
Napoli, a journalism major at 
UMass Amherst. 


introduced 


Features of the new e-billing sys- 
tem includes, the ability to view 
all charges and, in addition, they 
can create sub-accounts, which 
allows others to make payments 
on their account. 

“The great thing is there will be 
e-refund, which will be all elec- 
tronic,” Prakash Patel said, also 
from the bursar office. 

The e-refund means students 


will get the leftover funds from 
financial aid wired directly into 
their bank account. 

Despite aH the changes to the 
system, the option to pay as one 
normally would will still there. 

“The option to pay in person and 
over the phone will always be 
there,” Avecedo said. 


Thrift stores help struggling shoppers 


Harsh economic 
times garner better 
spending habits 


By EppIE Bropy 
Correspondent 


All across the country, indignant 
college grads, and disenfranchised 
working twenty-something's are 
colonizing in the form of ravenous 
lynch mobs outside several metro- 
politan areas to protest the corrupt 
corporate infrastructures that have 
left many in dire financial straits. 
For many, the prospect of pursuing 
a higher education was not only 
costly, but it has also left them with 
very few options after graduation 
when they undergo the seemingly 
futile effort of obtaining any kind 
of job security in an economy that 
is constantly fluctuating. 

However, there are still many who 
have yet to face this reality head 
on, as they are still enrolled as part 
or full time students who may be 
unaware of the grim realities that 
await them once they receive the 
degree they've worked so diligent- 
ly for. It's a profoundly scary time 
for anyone regardless of age, or 
academia and one that demands a 
more disciplined kind of ingenuity 
when it comes to how we spend our 
money. While the tedium of paying 
off student loans has forced many 
to seek occupancy in their parentsk 
homes, or to forgo the college 
experience altogether, it has also 
stifled their ability to contribute 


their hard earned dollars to a frail 

and seemingly dying economy that 

desperately needs every cent they 
ave. 

For many, this also means the dif- 
ference between filling up their gas 
tanks to get to campus, or being 
able to put clothes on their backs, 
or the backs of their children. 
There is a simple solution to this 
however, while many continue 
spending lavishly at upscale fran- 
chises to sustain a more modern- 
ized sense of fashion, others have 
been maintaining their frugality by 
shopping at local thrift stores. 
While so many have an aversion to 
these places as some have stigma- 
tized these shops as being a sort of 
refuge for the sublimely destitute, 
many of the individuals who fall 
into the one percent are considered 
regulars. Regardless of where one 
falls into the economic bracket, 
everyone is tightening their purse 
strings when it comes to how they 
shop, and it almost seems impera- 
tive that we not only shop at these 
places for our own benefit, but as a 
means of keeping the tradition of 
the mom and pop shop alive, espe- 
cially those who have found a great 
deal of success in terms of expand- 
ing their grassroots chains when so 
many have succumbed to the finan- 
cial zeitgeist. 

One thrift store employee in par- 
ticular emphasized this very point 
as she is a college grad herself and 
has amassed a great deal of debt 
that she continues to pay long after 
obtaining her degree. 

“I despise shopping in regular 


stores much of the time, especially 
for clothing since I have gotten so 
used to only paying a few dollars 
for things like jeans. I went into the 
Copley Place Mall recently and 
saw jeans that cost five hundred 
dollars. I almost choked on my 
own saliva when I read the...tag. 
And I own a pair very similar that 
was made by the same company 
that I bought for ten bucks. I do not 
make a lot of money, and I am try- 
ing to save and pay off my loans as 
best I can, so devoting any more 
than a little here and there is entire- 
ly impractical,” she said. 

When asked who makes up the 
demographic of the consignment 
shop she currently works for, 
Buffalo Exchange of Somerville, 
she answered, g”I see a lot of col- 
lege students and young adults at 
my current job. They are very fash- 
ionably conscious, and tend to 
have very little money, so my store 
is the perfect place for them. There 
are others who come in as well, and 
when we buy clothing we have to 
keep in mind, not just the trendy 
hipsters, but also the mom and the 
dad who may be searching for 
inexpensive basics like tees and 
jeans.” 

Much like Danielle of Buffalo 
Exchange, Rhonda Michaud the 
co-owner and operator of Sister 
Thrift in Burlington reinstated a 
similar pragmatism and a great 
deal of zest for what she does, 
& The beauty of the used goods 
market is that one man's trash is 
truly another man's treasure. We 
put out for sale almost everything 


that is donated and let the cus- 
tomers decide what they want and 
don't want. After being in this busi- 
ness for more than seven years 
now, I still cannot always tell 
which items will sell quickly and 
which ones will not. 

“Many times I will get an item 
that I don't think will even sell and 
it is the first item to go when we 
open. The only items we do not put 
out for sale are dangerous or 
recalled items, items with virtually 
no dollar value, severely broken 
glassware, and clothing with 
severe stains or tears. Clothing is 
our best selling product, whether it 
is for the customer seeking 
Halloween costumes, the vintage 
clothing dealer seeking items to 
sell on EBay, or the bargain hunter 
looking for that perfect name brand 
cashmere sweater at a dirt cheap 
price. We stock clothing as quickly 
as possible and make sure there is 
always a deluge of new items on 
the racks daily,” she said. 

While one's personal politics may 
sway them to be more in favor of 
shopping locally as opposed to 
funding the juggernauts that charge 
an arm and a leg, Rhonda's ideolo- 
gy reflected that of a down to earth 
business owner who truly appreci- 
ates the patronage of local shop- 
pers. 

“We know the majority of our cus- 
tomers by name and treat them like 
friends or family. We really care 
about our customers and how they 
are doing. We'll contact customers 
when we know something they 
might like have come in, if they 


want us to. Also, we try to keep our 
stores cleaner and friendlier than 
the chain stores in general. Thrift 
stores have gotten a reputation for 
being dirty, overpriced and 
unfriendly over the years and it has 
been our goal to change that 
image, she said. 

A lot can be said about the person- 
al attention these stores cater to, as 
well as finding the aforementioned 
treasures Rhonda spoke of, unlike 
their competitors local thrift and 
consignment shops are pioneering 
a new trend that should resonate 
more in the fabric of modern day 
Americana, accommodating the 
budgetary constraints and needs of 
the modern day student and work- 
ing class hero. 

While the stigmatism of one's 
bank account may account for their 
inability to swallow their pride and 
invest more money than needed to 
these bigger chains in an attempt to 
sustain an image, thrift stores are 
becoming more and more popular 
due to their practicality and noble 
efforts to send the customer home 
happy. 

It should be considered as food 
for thought when we all find our- 
selves reaching into our pockets 
this coming holiday season. For 
more information about Buffalo 
Exchange and Sister Thrift you can 
like them on Facebook or visit their 
sites at: http://www.buffaloex- 
change.com/ and _ http://www.sis- 
terthrift.com/ respectively. 
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Dubus dishes on writing, life and Oprah 


Critically acclaimed 
author returns to 
NECC 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Andre Dubus III, who has an 
extensive resume, including best sell- 
ing author, professor, former carpen- 
ter and bounty hunter, came to 
Northern Essex to discuss his recent 
book on November 8 at the Woman 
of NECC tea. 

At the event several ladies at the 
event anxiously anticipated his 
arrival. Fixing their hair to make it 
perfect, adjusting their clothing and 
applying lipstick. 

Andre was late by a few minutes 
and everyone kept peaking through 
the doors at the event, while sipping 
their tea and nibbling on snacks. 

“Where is he?,” someone mut- 
tered. “I want to see him.” 

Finally Andre arrived, walking 
swiftly through the doors and went to 
a table to autograph copies of his lat- 
est book 'Townie', a memoir about 
growing up poor in Haverhill. It also 
tells about his famous father, Andre 
Dubus, also an author who died in 
1999. 

While this journalist was stand- 
ing in line to get a copy of the book 
signed, several women were cooing 


The Fishel’ & 


over Andre. 

“He is very easy on the eyes” 
could be overheard a couple of times 
and “No, he's younger than me.” 

With every person Andre stood 
and shook both hands saying, “It is so 
nice to meet you.” 

When the time came for this 
reporter to get the book signed, he 
said “I know you!” standing with his 
hand out. 

“Yes” I replied, giggling face 
turning slightly red. “I've come to a 
book signing before.” 

“You write short stories right?” 
He said asking me. 

“Yes” I nodded my head. Andre 
Dubus actually remembered my 
name from the last signing at NECC 
in April. 

“Are you still writing,” he asked. 

I hesitated in response. 

“But, you don't have the time 
right?” he said. 

I nodded in response. 
try.” 

“Yes, | understand, with classes 
and everything,” he said. “But, I don't 
have the time either.” 

He stood again to shake my hand 
and said, “Keep writing, Chantal.” 

Again, I nodded and smiled. 

An actual author just told me to 
keep writing. 

After returning to my seat, he 
signed a few more books prior to 
speaking. 

Andre recounted in detail about 
beginning to write at the tender age 
of 22, which is told in detail in his 


“T mean, I 


-Convenient Transfer Process 
-Transfer Scholarships 
-Located in Downtown Boston 
-NAIA Division || Athletics 
-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 


individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


Phone: 617-236-8818 
E-mail: admissions@fisner.edu 


FISHER COLLEGE 


118 Beacon Street, 


MOSH Sc 


Boston MA 02116 


book 'Townie’. He wrote for a long 
time before being published. 

“T found I wrote about things I 
didn't want to write about,” he said. 
“One of the first stories | wrote was 
about a construction worker. But, 
instead the story changed to an old 
woman on the sidewalk, going past 
the construction site.” 

After numerous times of trying to 
get published, he finally got one in 
‘Playboy’. 

“You know something, there is 
some good writing in there too,” 
Andre said to the crowd. 

Years later, Andre published a lit- 
tle book known as “The House of 
Sand and Fog”. This was a big suc- 
cess. 

“In the world of publishing, sell- 
ing 15 thousand copies is considered 
to be a success. If you sell 20 thou- 
sand, then break out the champagne 

“But, this book ended up selling 
one million copies. Until Oprah 
picked it up and then it sold two mil- 
lion copies. 

“In fact after that I renamed all of 
my kids Oprah.” 

Andre read a powerful excerpt 
from his memoir about working at a 
halfway house. 

Someone asked Andre after he 
was finished reading, whether or not 
he would have still written the book, 
if his father were still alive. 

When Andre was young, his 
father left his mother to be with one 
of his students. 

In his book, he tells of this and 


Andre Dubus speaks to the Woman of NECC at a ‘ 


annual tea. 


how his father was more of a drinker 
than someone he could go to seeking 
advice. 


“No, I wouldn't have,” he said. “I 


couldn't if I was seeing him every 


Sunday for dinner.” 

“You know before writing this, I 
asked myself, whether or not, if 1 was 
doing this for revenge. 

“T thought and I wasn't mad at my 
mother or father. Too many years had 
passed. I wasn't mad at anyone. 


Chantal McGovern Photo 


“But, this was difficult to write. I 
was prepared to write about my life. 
But, not to write about my family,” 
he said. 

Check out Andre's memoir 
“Townie” in your local bookstore 
today. In the NECC bookstore, there 
are even a few signed copies. 

The Woman of NECC is an 
organization that has donated and 
raised thousands of dollars for stu- 
dent scholarships. 


(Pp 


www.fisher.edu 


COLLEGE OF THE ARTS AND COMMUNICATION AT 
WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY 


Kamilah Bayete 
Major: Communication 


Kamilah is the kind of student who wants hands-on access to all 
the latest technology, up-close attention from expert faculty, and 
real-world experience in her field before she begins her career. 
William Paterson is her kind of university. 


| Find out what's 


r 
| Transfer Information Session 


next for you at an 


upcoming event. 


Friday, December 2....... 


2:00 p.m 


Make your reservation online at wpunj.edu/campusvisit 


FIND YOUR FOCUS ar wittiam paterson university. 


WILLIAM 


PATERSON 


UNIVERSITY 
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Happening? Students find common 


(Clubs 


Bacon Boardgamers, a 
Inew edition to the NECC club 


scene, meets the first and third 
ednesday of every month in 
IB306 from 6:15 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
ith access to thousands of board 
games and card games, Bacon pro- 
ides healthy competition, mental 
stimulation, and social interaction 
n a relaxed environment.Contact 
ike Cross at 
mcross.necc.mass.edu for more 
info. 


A ffai b meets Wednesdays at 
12 noon in C108. November 16th 
David Colman-Lance will be the 
guest speaker. The topic will be 
e humane treatment of animals. 
November 23rd is Alumni Day. 
Former members come back to 
speak about life after NECC. Pizzal 
lis served on this day. Contact 
Professor Stephen Russell for 
imore info at 
srussell@necc.mass.edu. 
Parnassus, NECC's 
inatioanl award winning literary 
agazine is accepting submissions 
inow until November 30th. If you 
lhave poetry, short non-fiction, 
isual art and/ photography you 
ould like to have considered for 
publication in this year's edition, 
drop a hard copy into the submis- 
sion box outside C308, or send an 
electronic copy to the website at 
parnassuslitmagazine.com. Contact 
Professor Patrick Lochelt for more 
info at plochelt@necc.mass.edu. 
PTK Club members make 
sure to check out the website 
ptk.org for upcoming scholarship 
oppourtunites in the last fall and 
early spring. If you are interestd in 
joining the PTK Club, contact 
Professor Andy Morse at 
lamorse@necc.mass.edu. 
| ' 


Deadline for the English 
IDepartment’s Writing Awards 
Program is November 23rd. 
English, Jouranlism and Literature 
professors, submit the top essays 
from your classes for review. 

ontact Professor Lisette Espinoza 
lat lespinoza@necc.mass.edu for 
nore info. 


Peon 


n the New 
Jorge Martinez of 
Lawrence, a psychology major in 
lhis second year at NECC, has won 
he “Best Boyfriend in America” 
contest at Seventeen Magazine. He 
and his girlfriend, Kate Murphy of 
errimac, who nominated 
Martinez for the award, flew to 
INew York for a professional photo 
shoot. They were given designer 
lothes to wear and met many 
Seventeen Magazine staff mem- 
bers, models, and celebrities. Thei 
picture was published in the 
November issue of Seventeen 
agazine. 
The deadline for the 
Making A Difference Award” has 
been extended due to the power 
llosses of the October snow storm 
‘© Thursday December Ist, 2011. 
Fifty awards will go to fiftly 
INECC alumni or groups of alumn, 
for their outstandng contributions 
© NECC, it’s students, or the sur- 
ounding community. For nomina- 
ion papers, go to 
-necc.mass.edu/celebrating- 
50-years-of-making-a-differ- 
ence/making-a-difference- 


“< 


Jorge 
girlfriend Kate Murphy. 


ground between classes 


In the B-building 
cafeteria, students 
hang out together 


By HENRY LopPEz 
Correspondent 


If you walk into the lounge in 
the B building of NECC at any 
given moment during the day 
chances are you might encounter a 
group of people in a corner of the 
room with their laptops open either 
laughing or being really focused on 
something. There have been times 
where you can hear them very eas- 
ily from across the hall: This is just 
a group of close friends that have 
chosen this area to hang out in 
between classes. 

The group of friends which 
consist of Andrew Bell, Nick 
Cavallaro, Brian Mannell, Shawn 
O’Connor, and Jon Feight. They’re 
all NECC students that found their 
way to this area by different rea- 
sons. They all usually do different 
things which range from playing 
video games, watching videos on 
the internet, to just relaxing and 
just talking among friends. 

The first person who stumbled 
into this area was Andrew, who 
four semesters ago found his way 
into the room because he was on 
his way to his art class, but was a 
bit early and was looking for some- 
where to sit down. 

Two semesters later Andrew 
met Nick while he was playing a 
match in the game “StarCraft 2.” 
They both liked the game and soon 
became friends. “StarCraft 2” 
would go on to become one of the 
main reasons for hanging out in the 
lounge. Because of this they would 
‘go on to call it the “gaming 
lounge”. Almost everyone that is 
part of the group either plays it or 
has played it at one point. 


Chantal McGovern Photo 


The B-building cafeteria offers tables, soda and all 


around fun. 

“StarCraft 2” is a highly competi- 
tive real-time strategy game devel- 
oped by Blizzard Entertainment, 
also known for developing the 
highly successful MMORPG 
“World of Warcraft,” which is 
another game they play in the 
group. 

“I found the competitive aspect 
(of “StarCraft2”) appealing and 
wanted to get better at it,” said 
Andrew Bell. 

“I use to watch my brothers 
playing the original StarCraft but 
didn’t understand it, but when I 
was around 13 | started playing it 
and | liked itso I continued to play 
it” said Nick Cavallaro. 

Other members then slowly 
started showing up. Brian was an 
oldfriend of Andrew and naturally 
started hanging out there. John 
became part of it because he 


noticed that they where playing 
“World of Warcraft,” a game that 
he is a very big fan of. Shawn had 
met Andrew a few semesters ago 
and is the most recent addition the 
group of friends. 

They all have different reasons 
why they hang out there. Some do 
it because there is plenty of electri- 
cal outlets in the area to connect 
their laptops, others just to hang- 
out. But in the end they’r e all good 
friends and for the most part hang 
out there just to catch a breather 
betweenclasses, or to release stress 
from home. 

“T use the group as a stress 
reliever. I use it to get away from 
my home issues and problems at 
my job” said Andrew Bell. 

“It’s just a bunch of friends 
hanging out taking a break from 
class” said Brian Mannell. 


The perfect boyfriend 


| é —_ 
! 


Martinez 


——— 


and 


his 


Northern Essex Community 
College student Jorge Martinez of 
Lawrence is featured in the 
November issue of Seventeen 
Magazine as the winner of their 
“Best Boyfriend” competition. 

Martinez, a 2010 Pentucket 
Regional High School graduate, is 
in his second year at Northern 
Essex and is majoring in 
Psychology. Martinez’s girlfriend, 
Kate Murphy of Merrimac, entered 
him into the “Best Boyfriend” con- 
test last May and Martinez was 
notified in July that he had won the 
title of being “The Rock” in their 
relationship. 

In her nomination, Murphy 
shared how supportive Martinez 
was when she learned her father 
had cancer last year. When inter- 
viewed by the magazine, Martinez 
explained that the feelings were 
mutual. “I do anything I can to sup- 


port Kate because she supports me, 
too,” says Jorge. No one in my fam- 
ily every talked to me about. col- 
lege, but Kate took me to look at 
schools, fill out my applications, 
and register for classes.” 

“Tt was pretty awesome to have 
won, said Martinez. He and his 
girlfriend were invited to a profes- 
sional photo shoot in New York 
City, where 900 photos were taken 
for the magazine. Martinez and his 
girlfriend were dressed in designer 
clothes .for the shoot and had the 
opportunity to meet well known 
photographers and models, and the 
staff of Seventeen Magazine. 

Martinez’s photo shoot can be 
seen in the November 2011 edition 
of Seventeen Magazine which is 
available now. 


Courtesy of NECC News. 


What’s 
Happening? 


ESP. or Encouraging 
cience Participation Seminars, will 
be held this fall on Fridays from 12 
Inoon to | p.m. in E254. ESP will 
lhost exciting demonstrations with 
lhands-on activities illustrating many, 
important scientific principals. 

hese seminars are open to every- 
one on a drop in basis. Contact 

ike cross at 
Imcross@necc.mass.edu for more 
onfo. 

Studen 


Students who are good in 

he disciplines of Math, English 
omp, and Psychology may want to 
onsider becoming a Supplemental 
Instructor. SI is a new program at 

ECC. It is designed for certain 
“gateway” classes such as Basic 

riting, Basic Algebra, Intro to 
Psychology and English Comp I to 
lhelp ensure student success. Contact} 
lyour instructor in these disclpilines 
if you are interested. 

If you need a science 

ourse with a lab and comp class, 
consider registering for the new 

earning Community “Infinit 

rontiers: The Science of Science 
Fiction,” taught by Professors 
Lisette Espinoza and Mark 
(Reinhold. Sign up for CRN 2495 
land CRN 2496 when you register. 
ontact Trish Shade, LC co-ordina- 
or for more info on this and other 


978-556-3414. 
(Technolog 
NECC Mobile Web can 

be accesses from your Smartphone 
or internet-enabled device for con- 
ent, services, and features such as a 
ampus map, an events calendar or 
la campus directory. Look for 

pcoming mobile apps for self-serv- 
ice. 


Every month one winner 

of a fifty dollar gift card to the 

ECC bookstore is pulled from the 
lsudents who like NECC on 

acebook and follow NECC on 

Witter. Students can keep informed 
on important dates, news, and cam- 
[pus events along with connecting 

ith other NECC students. Check it 
out at facebook.com/NorthernEssex 
land twitter.com/NorthernEssex. 
(Transpo ation 

Daily shuttle service in 

he evenings between the Lawrence 

ampus at Franklin Street and the 
\Haverhill Campus at C Spurk 
Building, is provided free of charge. 

he shuttle leaves Lawrence every 
lhour from 3:15 p.m.-9:15 p.m. The 
shuttle leaves Haverhill every hour 
tom 3:45 p.m.-8:45 p.m. and at 


Submissions are now 
being accepted for the What’s hap- 
pening? section of the NECC 
Observer for the December 7th and 
14th editions, and the January 25th, 
012 edition. Please have your sub- 
Imission in to the newsroom one 
eek before publication date. 
Electronic submissions can be sent 
o observer@necc.mass.edu with 
hat’s happening? in the subject 
line. Hand written submission can 
be delivered C222. newsroom, 
222. 


Coldplay 
releases new 
album 


By SHANNON KEATING 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


It's been nearly three and a half 
years since British alternative rock 
band, Coldplay, released their fourth 
album, “Viva La Vida or Death and 
All His Friends.” It earned them two 
Grammys, and set the bar for another 
possible addition to the Coldplay 
anthology. 

The much-anticipated fifth 
album, “Mylo Xyloto,” dropped on 
October 21, and skyrocketed to num- 
ber one on iTunes. 

I wish I could say I immediately 
loved this new music. When their 
first single, “Every Teardrop is a 
Waterfall,” was released in June, | 
was heartbroken: | hated it. I thought 
the melody was forgettable, the lyrics 
too cheesy... I was beside myself. 

Despite my misgivings, I bought 
the album; refusing to believe my 
precious Coldplay (of whom I'd been 
a devoted fan since the fourth grade) 
had begun their decline. 

After not even a minute, I was 
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“Mylo Xyloto” is paradise 


eating my words. The first song, 
“Mylo Xyloto,” a 42-second instru- 
mental introduction, slowly pulls you 
in with soothing string instruments. 

Once you’re hypnotized, the real 
opening number begins: “Hurts Like 
Heaven.” This song caught me off- 
guard: It's fast-paced, which is 
uncharacteristic of their signature 
slow, brooding beats. But it stays true 
to their classic sound, while simulta- 
neously bringing different styles to 
the table. Imagine “Don't Change a 
Thing” by INXS interlaced with that 
unmistakable Coldplay essence. 

The gut-churning bass in the 
song, “Paradise,” had me listening 
with my whole body. The beautiful 
harmonies in the ballad, “Us Against 
the World,” brought me to tears. 

What really surprised me was the 
duet for the track, “Princess of 
China.” The band teams up with... 
(drumroll) contemporary pop diva, 
Rihanna. | can see this song becom- 
ing a huge radio hit. It has a palpable 
energy that, surely, won't go unno- 
ticed 

Its mysterious title, “Mylo 
Xyloto,” sadly, has no mysterious 
meaning to match. 

In a recent interview, lead singer 
Chris Martin explained, “We just 
liked this (name), that's all we can 
defend it with.” That's fine, Chris; I 
don't mind! 
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From left to right, Jonny Buckland, Chris Martin, Will Champion, and Guy 


Berryman. 

After listening to this CD from 
cover to cover, my feelings toward 
that first single, “Every Teardrop is a 


Waterfall,” changed completely. 
The way I see it, each song is part 
of the story. And if you read only part 


of a story, you're not getting the full 
experience. Trust me, “Mylo Xyloto” 
is worth a listen. 


Remember a legend 


1919, an Albany, WL mi ; 
Education Attended Colgate | 
University, Hamition, NY 

1941 Dratied to US. Anmy. 

Served 28 2 war journaitst for Stars 
and Sinpes 

1942 Marnes Marguerte Howard 


Career at CBS 


1949 Hired as writer tor Arthur 
Godirey’s Tatent Scouts: show 
becomes a hit by 1952 

1962 to "68 Collaborates wit 
Hacry Reasoner on senes of 
essays, including “The Stange | 
Case of the English Language 
19658 Wins hes first Emmy 

1975 Wins Peabody award for 
pometime special, “Wr Rooney 
Goes to Wastungtan” 

1978 His end-ci-show segment 
“A Few Miruttes with Andy 
Rooney.“ begins on 60 Minutes 
typically these sagments satinze 
oddites of everyday ite m iater 
years, segments become more 
1999 Suspended tor three months 
because of amt-gay remarks 
1994 Apologizes tor harsh 
comments about sunoide of rock 
musician Kun Cobain 


Later days 


Oct. 2, 2011 Rooney makes | 
reguiar appearance on 60 Minu 


Nov. 4, 2011 Dies of postoperative 
complications 


at age G2 
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Andy Rooney 
dies at 
age 92 

By LisA LEMOI 
Staff writer 


"Not many people in this world 
All this 


time I've been paid to say what is on 


are as lucky as I have been 


my mind on television. You don't get 
any luckier in life than that."-Andy 
Rooney 


As I sat down in my living room 


early last Saturday morning, cup of 


tea in hand. | turned on the televi- 
sion and was very saddened to hear 
about the death of Andy Rooney 
My The 


world has lost an icon in my eyes 


heart sank journalism 
However, I have a feeling that if Mr. 
Rooney had read that last sentence, 
he probably would have called me 
an idiot for thinking so. He hid from 
the limelight and absolutely hated 
when people would notice him on 
the street and yell “Hey Andy!” He 
also never believed in signing auto- 
graphs. “What kind of idiot wants 
my name on a piece of paper?” He 
asked during recent interview with 
Morley Safer. Ah, you just have to 
love Andy Rooney. So brass and raw 
at times, Andy was real. He said 
things that most would think but 
never say. He saw the ridiculous in 
everyday life. Most of all, he made 


us think; if only for a moment 


If you are not familiar with 
Andy Rooney, please allow me to 
summarize. Born January 14, 1919 
in Albany N.Y., Andy graduated 
from Albany Academy High School 
and attended Colgate University 
until being drafted in the U.S. Army 
in 1941; in his junior year. He 
became a correspondent for The 
Stars and Stripes newspaper for 
three years and reported several mis- 
sions from the second American 
bombing raid over Germany to the 
Far East. After writing about his 
three books, 
Rooney was hired by CBS in 1949 


after a bold encounter with Arthur 


War experience in 


Godfrey. After writing for several 


other television programs and 
becoming well known with the CBS 
news programs, Rooney convinced 
CBS executives that he could write 
on any subject when he wrote his 
first essay back in 1964. His first 
called “A 
“60 
Minutes” premiere show back in 
By 1978, Andy 
became the Andy we know today as 


the 


piece was a segment 


Digression” seen on the 


January 24, 1968 
opinionated, curmudgeon, 
humorous voice at the end of every 
show 

If you're still not familiar with 
his work, here's a taste of his person- 
ality; these are just a few of his more 
“I didn't get old on 
purpose, it just happened, if you're 
“If 
you smile when no one else is 


famous lines 
lucky, it could happen to you.” 


around, you mean it.” “The average 


Rooney at an event in 
Tom Brokaw. 


dog is nicer than the average per- 
son.” and one of my favorites, “The 
50-50-90 rule; anytime you have a 
50-50 chance of getting something 
right, there is a 90 percent probabil- 
ity that you will get it wrong.” They 
are words of wisdom in my eyes 

| looked forward to watching 60 
Minutes every Sunday night just to 
kind of ranting Mr 
Rooney had for that particular week. 


hear what 
Never censoring his thoughts from 
cotton in medicine bottles to his 
view on homosexuals; a view that 
landed him a three month suspen- 
sion from his job at CBS, Rooney 
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2004, honoring reporter 


consistently gave the audience his 
‘last word' with just the nght amount 
of sarcasm and curmudgeon atti- 
tude. If we were lucky, Mr. Rooney 
would bless us with a softer side. I 
never realized how talented he was 
until | seriously began writing opin- 
To make 
the points he made in a matter of 
two minutes is a gift. Never mind 


ionated articles myself. 


continue to do it for over thirty 
years. 

Rest in peace Mr. Rooney, you 
will be missed and 60 Minutes will 
never be the same 


66 


Carnifex 
releases new 
album 


By HENRY Lopez 
Correspondent 


Carnifex has become one of 
the most promising bands in 
deathcore. They started showing 
promise with 2009's “Hell Chose 
Me,” and now with “Until I Feel 
Nothing,” they showed that they 
truly are one of the better bands in 
the genre. Even as good as the 
record is, it still has some flaws 
that hold it back from truly being 
great. 

With “Until I Feel Nothing,” 
the band isn't trying to reinvent 
the wheel, but rather just expand. 
on what they did in the albums 
prior to this one. The biggest 
change comes with the addition of 
keyboards, and atmospherics in 
the background of some of the 
tracks like “Creation Defaced,” 


A match made in 


Kim and Kris 
call it quits 


By JULISSA ABREU 
Correspondent 


As wedding season has come to 
an end, many newlyweds are enjoy- 
ing their new lives together and 
embracing the idea of “until death do 
us part”. Unfortunately for Kim 
Kardashian, the honeymoon stage 
has come to a drastic end. A visibly 
upset Kim Kardashian is mopping for 
sympathy and privacy after filing for 
divorce citing irreconcilable differ- 
ences from her 72-day marriage to 
ex-hubby Kris Humphries. One six 
million dollar fairy-tale wedding 
gone to waste definitely has both 
families filled with embarrassment 
and the Occupy Wall street protestors 
in an uproar. 

The self-proclaimed “hopeless 
romantic” thought she found love last 
November in the New Jersey Nets 
player Kris Humphries, 26.The cou- 
ple dated for six months before get- 
ting engaged and then celebrating 
with nothing other than glittery 
ponies like a true princess should 
while bearing a new 20.5 carat dia- 
mond ring. The couple then wed on 
August 20th with a lavish ceremony 
and reception.400 guest witnessed 
Kim's fairytale come true as she 
vowed to life with her husband Kris. 
After their wedding the couple went 
for their “mini-moon” in Italy for 
five days. The entire world got to see 
all the family dramas unravel and the 
calm bride-to-be get ready for her big 
day on the E! Network's special air- 
ing of the wedding just three weeks 
ago. 
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ntil I Feel Nothing” 


which happens to be one of the 
stronger tracks in the album. The 
addition of keyboards is very wel- 
comed and adds to the eeriness 
that the record already carries 
with it thanks to really good 
album art. 

The record is also shorter than 
their last effort, which is some- 
thing more deathcore bands 
should do. Another area where 
“Until I Feel Nothing” surpasses 
“Hell Chose Me” is that the tracks 
now actually have their own iden- 
tity. Before, you would have a bit 
of a hard time telling the songs 
apart from each other. This made 
their previous efforts drag a bit 
near the end. 

With this record, that is no 
longer the case. The closing track, 
“Curse My Name,” is one of the 
band's best tracks ever, making 
great use of atmospherics and the 
newly added keyboards. The 
vocals are still pretty good. Scott 
Lewis doesn't really do anything 
new with his vocals but that's not 
really a bad thing. Lewis is easily 
up there with some of the genre's 
best vocalists. The drumming 


As Kim watches the special and 
relives her big moment, she tweets 
just 29 days ago, “I'm so lucky to 
have Lorraine Schwarts in my life! 
That diamond headpiece, the 66 carat 
drop earrings, and the art deco 
bracelets #princess4aday.” 
Apparently Kim Kardashian is very 
lucky, so lucky that she made twice 
the money she put into her wedding. 
According to PEOPLE magazine, 
who was the first to release the pho- 
tos, the couple earned 16.5 Million 
dollars on their wedding day. 
Between the airing of the wedding, 
selling exclusive photos, promoting 
every service they used on their wed- 
ding day and all the publicity 
America's favorite family brings 
wherever they vacation, the couple 
was able to walk away with some 
extra cash, enough to piss off the 
working class people even more. 

After watching the four hour spe- 
cial on E! things didn't seem to be so 
perfect to begin with. Younger sister 
Khloe Kardashian-Odom challenged 
Humphries too many back and forth 
bickering over if his intentions were 
real or if he was just in it for the 
“come-up” that Kim could bring him. 
The two argued constantly since they 
met and Kris' outspoken personality 
was not favored in the family. During 
a private engagement dinner hosted 
by sisters of Kim, Khloe and 
Kourtney, Khloe and Kris reach new 
lows as he tells Khloe he feels she got 
married in nine days to shock 
Hollywood as she tells him she 
believes he's only with Kim to gain 
popularity. Tension from early on in 
the relationship foreshadowed what 
the fairytale ending was going to be. 

After the couple wed, Kim's very 
busy life led the two to New York for 
the filming of her show Kourtney and 
Kim Take New York. Since there is 
an NBA lockout, ball player Kris 
Humphries did what any good hus- 


remains some of the best in the 
genre; Shawn Cameron has some 
of the best blast beats ever record- 
ed. Take a listen to “Dehumanize” 
to hear what I'm talking about. 

Where the record truly shines 
is in its production; everything 
sounds crystal clear but it never 
gets to the point where it sounds 
processed. Credit goes to Tim 
Lambesis of As I Lay Dying. 
Hopefully, the band sticks with 
him as a producer for future 
records because he truly knows 
how to bring out the best in the 
band. 

The record might be good but 
it's far from perfect. Some of the 
songs have parts that feel like they 
shouldn't really belong there. And 
often, the band sadly falls into 
some of the usual deathcore trap- 
pings of overusing bass booms 
and breakdowns, which is truly 
sad considering how much better 
the band is when they're doing 
their mix of thrash and death 
metal. 

Also, the intro track of the 
album, “Deathwish,” feels com- 
pletely out of place, and a bit of a 


band would do and followed his wife 
to live in New York for three months 
with her sister Kourtney, nephew 
Mason and Kourtney's boyfriend 
Scott Disick . 

The living situation was not ideal 
for newlyweds but it comes along 
with the life of a reality star. Kris 
Humphries tweets about his fun time 
in New York, “Such a nice day in NY. 
Wish I was doing something fun.” 
“Didn't realize the Today show was 
four hours long! Kim better be enter- 
taining #watchedfourhoursof 
Todayshow.” During commercials for 
the new season we can see excerpts 
of the couple arguing over where 
they are going to live once they leave 
New York. Kim wants to stay in LA, 
close to home, and where she can 
book appearances, photo shoots and 
whatever else it is that she does. Kris, 
on the other hand, was ready to go 
back home in Minnesota and raise a 
family. “By the time you have kids, 
no one will care about you.” says 
Kris to his wife, words that were to 
soon haunt an enraged Kim 
Kardashian. After the shooting of the 
show was over, the couple, still mar- 
ried, struggled to work around their 
busy schedules as Kim went on her 
way to Dubai for a mini vacation 
with her Mother and Kris was left to 
linger the states. , 

Right after her return, Kim con- 
tinued on with her busy life attending 
events suspiciously without her hus- 
band. She was last seen at the Midori 
Green Halloween Party at New York 
City nightclub on October 29th. 
Dressed as the villainess Poison Ivy, 
Kim just kept chatting about how 
hard her married life is. She tells 
PEOPLE, “No matter what we do, 
there are going to be a rumor, that's 
something I prepared Kris for.” There 
was no preparation for her actions on 
October 31st though. Kim 
Kardashian files to LA and files for 


waste of time. Thankfully, it leads 
into “We Spoke of Lies,” one of 
the better tracks in the record. 
“Until I Feel Nothing” might 
not be the most original record 
ever. And people that are com- 
pletely against the genre might 
completely dismiss it, but it's def- 


Courtesy Photo 
initely worth a listen if you're into 
extreme music. If the band contin- 
ues on this road and starts relying 
on their natural talents, I can easi- 
ly see them becoming as good as 
Job For A Cowboy or The Black 
Dahlia Murder. 


TV heaven 


divorce citing for irreconcilable dif- 
ference. She releases a statement to 
her good friend and Executive 
Producer on E!, Ryan Seacrest, “I 
had hoped this marriage is forever, 
but sometimes things don't work out 
as planned”. Kris Humphries caught 
off guard, also stated, “I love my wife 
and am devastated to learn she filed 
for divorce. I'm willing to do whatev- 
er it takes to make things work.” 
After the news about filing for 
divorce spread, sites and celebrity 
news outlets everywhere began ques- 
tioning the whole thing. The 
Hollywood reporter began speculat- 
ing it was “one big hoax all along” 
and a way to get more viewers for the 
reality show. “Kim Kardashian as a 
bride was a huge ratings boom,” says 
The Insider correspondent and Mary 
Murphy, USC media studies profes- 
sor says “Kim Kardashian broken- 
hearted will also be ratings boom. 
They have a brand-new storyline.” In 
her defense, her close pal, Jonathan 
Cheban, The Spin Crowd on E!, tells 
PEOPLE, “Their love was very 
real...but sometimes things are not 
meant to be.” In her sister's defense, 
Khloe Kardashian-Odom uses social 
networking to answer the public's 
questions and doubts as she is the 
first in the family to tweet day, 
“Reading some these comments r so 
hurtful.im grateful 4our fans who 
understand& r being respectful. Hate 
is disgusting. Love is everything.” 
“Thank God for family. We are 
strong and we will only become clos- 
er! I love You.”. Later on all family 
members and friends showed their 
support to the brokenhearted 


~ princess. 


A week later and no words, not 
even a tweet from Kim. She decided 
to still make her trip to Australia 
where she and her sisters are to pro- 
mote their new purse-line. She has 
asked to be left alone to apologize to 
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Kris' family and she tells her fans on 
the Australian Today show that she 
would like her privacy through the 
divorce. She later on cancelled her 
Australian tour and flew back to Los 
Angeles four days ago. 

Whether or not it was a publicity 
stunt, the millionaires will only 
know. Hopefully this isn't the same 
result all of this year's newlyweds 
will face. Some people still believe in 
the institution of marriage and can 
only hope to honor it even though 
things don't always work out the way 
we palnned.Its no wonder Occupy 
Wallstreet protestors go above and 
beyond. The 99% clearly has nothing 
to do but waste money on creating 
fairytales that don't end happily-ever- 
after. But, the bigger question now is, 
what will Kim and Kris do with all 
their wedding gifts? 
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The heart of the holidays 


How important 
are holiday 
traditions? 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Editor 


The holiday season is fast 
approaching, bringing the promises 
of food, family, religious celebra- 
tions and exchange of gifts. Along 
with that though, comes the shop- 
ping, traffic, travelling and budget 
nightmares. Thanksgiving has long 
been an earmark for the one month, 
give or take a few days, count 
down until Christmas and all the 
fun and frenzy that ensues. With 
Xboxes, iPhones and computers 
flying off the shelves from Black 
Friday to Christmas, has the true 
meaning and traditions behind the 
holidays been lost? 

The first Thanksgiving hap- 
pened in 1621 when the Pilgrims, 
after their first successful harvest, 
invited their Native American 
allies that helped them survive the 
winter to a celebratory feast. If this 
was the only reason to celebrate 
Thanksgiving there would be many 
people, particularly Native 
Americans who would be upset. 
The history between the colonists 
and Native Americans was very 
bloody. But Thanksgiving did not 
actually become a holiday in 1621. 
Though there were many festive 
Thanksgiving-type days the holi- 
day didn't become official until 
1863. 

According to history.com: “In 
1827, the noted magazine editor 
and prolific writer Sarah Josepha 
Hale...launched a campaign to 
establish Thanksgiving as a nation- 
al holiday. For 36 years, she pub- 


Learning to 
communicate on a 
different level with a 
child 


By LYNNE BOUDREAU 
Correspondent 


On a chilly New England 
afternoon separate episodes of 
Sesame Street 
Marilyn Comeau's 
apartment as she travels the four- 
room circle, herding her daughter 
Nina back to the table to finish her 
snack. 

Nina studies me through giant 
Victorian eyes as she scoops a 
spoonful of coffee milk to her 
mouth. 

“It's a job, that if you decide to 
take on, you have to take it all the 
way,” says Comeau, swiping some 


echo through 


first floor 


lished numerous editorials and sent 
scores of letters to governors, sen- 
ators, presidents and other politi- 
cians. Abraham Lincoln finally 
heeded her request in 1863, at the 
height of the Civil War, in a procla- 
mation entreating all Americans to 
ask God to ‘commend to his tender 
care all those who have become 
widows, orphans, mourners or suf- 
ferers in the lamentable civil strife’ 
and to ‘heal the wounds of the 
nation.” 

When you sit down to 
Thanksgiving dinner do you think 
of the people lost or hurt from the 
wars, or even the Native 
Americans? I'm sure a number of 
people do but to countless 
Americans today the holidays are 
about family and their own holiday 
traditions. 

As seen from the difference of 
the meaning of the Thanksgiving 
celebration in 1621 and 1863, tra- 
ditions and reasons for celebrating 
the holidays can reflect the circum- 
stances and atmosphere of the 
times. Traditions can be personal 
and they can change. One of the 
ways the breaking or reforming of 
traditions can often be found to 
occur is when young adults and 
high school or college students 
break away from home to start 
their new life and are faced with 
the decision if they should contin- 
ue the traditions they grew up with 
or start new ones. 

“I think as you get older (tradi- 
tions) change,” said Emilie 
Helmer, a student at NECC. “My 
grandparents had two children, my 
mom and my uncle which is her 
brother, and when they passed 
away the holidays changed drasti- 
cally after that. The different tradi- 
tions from older generations wear 
off. I feel like once my grandfather 


A mot 


invisible dust off the mini jukebox 
perched on her chrome formica 
table. A table where she's spent 
most of her adult life serving, eat- 
ing, cleaning and crying. 

As a single mother, rais- 


passes away they are not going to 
be the same.” She said she hopes 
her family will keep getting togeth- 
er and she will have her own tradi- 
tions in the future. 

Changing the way we celebrate 
is not always a choice. Claire 
Dube, an NECC Lawrence student, 
said when she was younger every- 
one would gather at her parents’ 
house. “Christmas and thanksgiv- 
ing were the best family traditions 
we had. My parents would do all 
the cooking and decorating and 
we'd all help out and stuff like that. 


It was pretty cool.” 

Dube said she doesn't have her 
parents anymore and she and her 
siblings do their own thing at 
Thanksgiving. 

“I think traditions are very 
important actually. I used to love it. 
Basically now the only time I see 


my family is a funeral or wedding.” 


“I think traditions are very 
very important,” Helmer said. For 
now she usually goes to her aunt's 
house were they have turkey cran- 
berry sauce, stuffing, and everyone 
brings desert. 


er’s purpose 


refrigerator magnets surrounding 
photos of Nina and some furry 
animal friends. 

Nina walks her mother to the 
sink, and in a language only the 


two of them understand she 


an autistic,” she explains. Early 
on Comeau surrendered things 
such as decorating for birthdays 
and holidays, which proved to be 
too much stimulation on an 
already overly sensitive child. 


ing an _ autistic Introducing some- 
child has been thing new took 
Comeau's full ee . weeks, sometimes 
time job"for the Hours of repetition, to feel what her ponths. to accom- 
past twenty-four daughter feels, e what she can’t plish. 
es Early verbally has taught her more than any —__ diets: 3 
se's training d bends down and 
has given egree can. touches the line on 
Comeau = some- the tile floor trying 


what of an advan- 
tage as to the protocol for medica- 
tions and the occasional seizure 
her daughter might encounter. 
But, hours of repetition, trying to 
feel what her daughter feels, 
express what she can't verbally, 
has taught her more than any 
degree ever could.. 

“See the potential not the 
problem,” says one of the several 


instructs her to wash, dry, and put 
away. 
you have to become autistic,” says 
Comeau, rinsing the dish and lean- 
ing it in the drainer. A high pitch 
sounds from Nina standing beside 
her with the wet dish and Comeau 
wipes it and places it back in the 
cabinet. 

“Every sense is magnified in 


“To raise an autistic child, 


to get her mother's 
Holding her hand 
Comeau says, “Those with chil- 
dren of special needs try to make 


attention. 


their world perfect because their 
world isn't.” 

Referring to one of the moth- 
ers of the special needs children 
she transports to school she says, 
“I've been there.” Seasons of 
teaching the bus drivers, the 
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Wild turkeys still roam the backwoods of New Hampshire. Turkey may or may not 
have been on the orginal Thanksgiving dinner menu. 


Being thankful for what and 
who we have and remembering 
those we've lost may not be the 
original tradition set back in 1621 
and1863 but in essence it is still the 
same. Our traditions have morphed 
over times with the changing 
times. If your current tradition is to 
have a few beers with some friends 
or run out holiday shopping for 
your friends and loved ones, then 
family and friends are still at the 
heart. Hopefully our wallets won't 
be empty by the time were through. 


teachers, and, on rare occasions a 
babysitter. Comeau explains, 
“Over time you train them as to 
what needs to be done.” 

When Nina was born in 1987, 
informed Autism 
showed up in | in every 200,000 
births. Today | in 100 children 
are diagnosed with Autism. 

Through the window daylight 
is fading. 
winning her mother's attention has 
paid off as she slips her arms into 
the jacket Comeau is holding 
beside her. It's time for Nina to 
return to the residential’ home 
where she now lives. Outside its 
late October but the bright orange 
and pink flowers in Comeau's gar- 
den don't seem to notice. 


Comeau was 


Nina's persistence in 


“You search under every rock 
trying to find the answer, the cure, 
until one day you realize autistics 
weren't meant to be cured, they're 
meant to be heard.” 
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A diamond in the rough 


life as 
speed 


Livin 
a jig 
chase 


By EVERSON TAVARES 


Correspondent 


Cooped in a black fleece, under 
which she wears a black and white 
knitted sweater, black flats with a 
tape of snake skin and jeans all fade 
into the background as an iridescent 
smile takes shape and brings light 
to the already dim Wicked Big 
Cafe; she is a thing of beauty, yet 
far from the object of affection. 

Leave her without the mistak- 
' en-for-Italian look, the tan com- 
plexion, the burly cheeks and the 
dainty hair as brown and soothing 
as coffee beans, the cheesy crap she 
finds amusing and often in shows 
like Jersey and The 
Kardashians but with the hands-on 
ability to revitalize old, faded jew- 
elry back to its youth, and you have 
Juliana Gonzalez, a full-time stu- 
dent at NECC and a sprightly, 
blithe gal who, 


shore 


like many girls, 
“just want to have fun.” 

But to truly understand who 
Julie really is without assuming 
from afar that she may be eremitic 
because she prefers solitude, it's 
imperative to look back at the roots 
from which she came from. 

Daughter of an Italian, hard work- 
ing woman and a sharp as Cuban 
rum, police officer/artist of tart 
morals and discipline, Julie lived in 
Haverhill, MA for most of her 
childhood, which she spent often 
dabbling in jewelry and antiques. 

All throughout her years of edu- 
cation, up until the beginning of 
high school, she was teased, taunt- 
ed and judged for the long, rash- 
like birthmark she carries and now 
wears proudly on her left leg, 
which, as a result; led to her guard- 
ed yet comfortable infatuation with 
wearing pants and her timorous 
nature towards shorts and/or any- 
thing revealing that which she 
desires to be kept veiled. 

It can be said that ridiculing her 
blemish only added gasoline to the 
fire-and one day it just got to be too 
much for an already too little toler- 
ance level that flared from little to 
nothing in just a matter of seconds 
when she mangled a boy in the sec- 
ond grade and left him broken in 
tears. 

“When I was little, | remember 
this Sne time in gym class when 
this kid didn't want to play with me 

because of my birthmark. So | 
picked him up, threw him on the 
ground and stomped on him. | think 


I was like 7 years old,” said Julie. 


She laughs just thinking about the 
memory now. “But the teacher let 
me go under the circumstances, 
because he was making fun of my 
birthmark.” : 

For Julie, life is not the long, 
grueling marathon to greatness and 
happiness; 
dash, the high speed chase that 
leaves one breathless and wanting 


it is the hundred-yard 


more. 

Running, though not necessari- 
ly from the cops or from danger, 
comes easily, naturally and as no 
surprise to Julie, who quickly 
became a track star at Whittier 
High School her junior and senior 
year. One by one, leading the 
females track team in full gear with 
a relentless stride that matched her 
tenacity, Julie left the competition 
at the start line, still tying their 
shoes and now baffled, while she 
collected awatds, prizes and medals 
at the finish line where she would 
stand waiting triumphantly and try- 
ing not so hard to look so darn 
smug. 

“Believe it or not, I was actual- 
ly on the women's softball team my 
sophomore year. But I was so bad. I 
couldn't catch anything; I couldn't 
even bat, so they made me a desig- 
nated runner for the softball team,” 
said a now hysterical Julie. 

In a futile attempt to maintain 
her composure, she pauses to take a 
sip from her drink and resumes 
once she has done so: “But | wasn't 
always the fastest kid growing up. 

In elementary school, I remem- 
ber there was this kid named 
Dunkin Misho. He was the fastest 
kid at school. But I was still pretty 
fast for a girl. I think it's because 
I'm Cuban. You know they are sup- 
posed to be good at running and 
stuff.” 

When she isn't a willing, brain- 
washed zombie to her favorite 
show Bones or breaking bread with 
her great grandmother to whom 
Alzheimer's has befallen, Julie uses 
her spare time and her hands-on 
skills to make jewelry out of old, 
worn antiques and artifacts. She 
extracts her material generally from 
the Bizzares store in downtown 
Newburyport. It has become a suc- 
cessful business from which she 
profits, affirms Julie. 

But what sets her jewelry apart 
from Zales and other high-end jew- 
elry stores is her investment in the 
creation of something more soulful 
than just bling and razzle dazzle. 
Her secret ingredient-thought not 
so secret now that it has been 
revealed-lies in the idea of a gift 
made not by machinery but by the 
hands of discredited 
warmth and diligence. It is the puri- 


laboring, 


ty of the creation that is the margin- 
al difference between buying a ring 
and presenting a priceless work of 
love to your significant other(s). 
Though she carries herself in a 
weightless lingo of wary intimacy, 
like that of an empty vessel strand- 
ed at sea without salvation, she 
does reserve some strong feelings 
towards two things in specific: her 
Molly and her 
great-grandmother Josephine. 


Boston Terrier, 


According to Julie, she treats 
her dog as an equal-that means 
sleeping in the same bed, confiding 
in one another at turbulent times 
and sharing the same dreams. 

She 
knows when I'm angry and she is 


“She understands me. 


someone I can talk to without inter- 
ruption or judgment,” says Julie. 
But where a dog is just a man's best 
friend and diamonds don't fall far 
from the tree either, her great- 
grandmother Josephine is a conso- 
lation prize of more than just saliva 
and the silent treatment. 

She and Julie share a special 
connection of unspoken words and 
greater minds thinking alike as 
their gears rotate in an effort to 
recall a forgotten cherished memo- 
ry neither of them can summon. 
The bond was first established 
that 
Josephine had given up being an 


when Julie discovered 
alcoholic when Julie was con- 
ceived. 

As time progressed, their rela- 
tionship grew firmer, but it came at 
a cost unfair to either of the two. 
Josephine had become diagnosed 
with Alzheimer's and dementia. 
Julie is currently coming to terms 
with the reality of such harsh con- 
ditions. 

“It's like she doesn't even know 
me,” said Julie, with tears that run 
but cannot hide and her voice 
cracking; true colors now flaring as 
the layers of her guarded persona 
are peeled back ever so gently, so 
as not to disrupt the intimate 
moment like that of a dream which 
vanishes at first wake. She takes a 
moment to wipe her grief and apol- 
ogizes for her vulnerability and the 
unexpected reaction. 

“It's hard. I mean it's like 
she's known me all my life and now 
she has forgotten who I am. I really 
don't like going to see her any- 
more.” 

Julie is the type of person who's 
who 


allergic to cockroaches; 


absolutely detests spiteful, irra- 
tional Methuen people despite 
residing there; who can roll with 
more than just punches given her 
high pain tolerance level; who feels 
resentment towards her dad for not 


teaching her Spanish and guilt for 


Courtesy Photo 


This student is not your average girl and she is proud 


of it. 

disappointing many Latinas and 
Latinos who frequently mistaken 
her for having the ability to speak 
their native tongue; who has no 
sympathy for people who can't keep 
up with her running; who believes 
in “blessings in the skies” but not in 
God; who aspired as a child to 
become a professional hockey play- 
er but turned out to be an ambidex- 
trous figure skater and a left for- 
ward in soccer; who fervently 
adores the movie Hitman and hopes 
to take his place some day. 

At 23 and so over juggling 
numerous jobs that produce nothing 
but headaches and added burdens, 
Julie is a certified interior designer 
in love with chocolate and hopes to 
start a business of her own some 
day. Her idea of Cuba is a thing of 
rugged beauty and she likes to read 
David 
Eggers, and many autobiographies 


Augusten __ Burroughs, 
at her own leisure. 
Because there are so many sim- 
ilarities between cheetahs and Julie, 
running for Miss Cuba seems like 
the only reasonable choice for her- 
and it would not only make her 
country and family proud; it would 
certainly impress papi Castro. 


Julie isn't your average girl-and 
she couldn't be more proud of it. 
Some scars and memories never 
fade, as Julie has learned; but in 
time they all heal. 

There is no running from fate, 
and Julie's future, at least to her, 
still seems unclear and open to 
change. But what is clear is that she 
makes no plan to run from adversi- 
ty if it presents. itself; it will be 
adversity that will turn and run the 
opposite direction when quarreled 
with such a bold figure. 

For now, education is her only 
escape to a brighter future, and with 
that in mind she hopes that it will 
take her to an island of infinite 
opportunity. 

As the prospect of a jewelry 
business looms over the horizon of 
billowing clouds of Cuban cigars 
and curvaceous empanadas, the 
question is not where she is going 
or who she will bring along. It is a 
matter of how far she will go, and 
what diamonds are truly worth in 
the rough. 
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NECC brings dance to life 


Come in December 
for a night of dance. 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Sports Editor 


NECC has an_ outstanding 
dance organization. Before enter- 
ing the dance studio I was unaware 
of the dedication and determination 
these students exert everyday. I 
made the poor assumption that 
dance to these young women was 
more of a hobby than a life long 
journey. The same way an artist’s 
brush strokes creates a picture, 
dance to these girls is freedom and 
liberation. 

NECC will be putting on a 
dance recital December 2nd and 
3rd at 7:30 in the sports and fitness 
center. 

Dance students get graded 
based on their performance. It is 
choreographed by dancers in many 
styles: modern, ballet, hip-hop, 
with a blend of unique variations 
the students create. Everyone 
knows that dancing isn't easy. Most 
people won't even try out of embar- 
rassment. But the time I spent in 
the dance studio with the girls they 
made dancing seem like child's 
play. Dance is a strenuous activity 
that requires persistence and per- 
fection. Movements need to be pre- 
cise being structured for the style 
of dance. I sat down with three 
NECC dancers to get educated on 
everything dance: Stephanie 
Torres, Davina Schrempf, and 
Allysa Bijeol. 

The three girls are extremely 
talented dancers who even offered 
to teach me a move or two. Just 
from my first impression of the 
three, they were very cheerful and 
fun to be around, lots of smiles and 
laughter. The girls said they also 
get graded just like any other stu- 
dent. “We write papers about the 
history of ballet.” 


Staying on Top 


In life and basketball Alex 
works very hard at being 
ahead of the competition. 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Sports Editor 


I saw one of 


their quizzes, which was in French iy 
and seemed annoyingly difficult 
aside from the physical require-f 
ments dance has. The girls had 
some dance mottos for me “its 
more than just dance,” “shut up and 
dance,” and “If you have pain get 
over it you're a dancer.” What can 
be expect at the recital is, 
“Technique, ‘amaziness’ and a lot 
of eloquence and posture, al] P| 
around a good show.” The girls|~ ~ 
believe in, “Diversity because we 
all are in more than one dance 
class, we're all in like four.” The 
girls favorite style of dancing is, 
“Hip hop, it’s how I started off.” 
“It can be whatever, hip hop is 
a way to express yourself.” Steph}; 
said. I swear these girls dance | 
before they eat or sleep, I asked if 
dance was a career or passion, their 
reply was “ both we're all career 
dancers.” To these girls danc 


£ 


most girls start dancing at the age 
of two or three.” 

What they all expect from 
dance is similar “I want to own my [ 
own studio or club,” said the girls. 
The girls work hard and are deeply 
dedicated to dance. Everyone 


pay respect to the girls for all th 
hard work and focus they put in tof} 
make such an elaborate recital. The 
girls spend a whole semester just 
preparing for a couple nights of 
satisfaction in front of family and 
friends. 
The event is open to the publi 


Dance is time consuming and the 
girls really appreciate those who 
come to see the final product. 

I have a sincere respect for all 
who spend so much of their time |} 
trying to achieve somehting they 
love. Dance is far more than a past 


time or extracurricular event to 
these girls. Good luck girls and see 
you at the show. 


Photo by Holly Parker 
Allysa, Davina and Stephanie get ready to bust a move. To these 
students, dance is life. 


fer pasta and “for mens interest Al den ta.” On 
free time Alex is hanging out with friends or 
going to Merrimack College or just chilling with 
her brothers. 

She chose blue as her most favorite color. I 
said to Alex, the Knights are always a competitive 
team that works hard, what do you add to the 
team? She responded “enthusiasm, no matter 
what I'll give a hundred percent in a game or prac- 
tice, that’s how I stay on top.” Alex expects for 


I interviewed another NECC basketball all- 
star recently except this time one from the 
woman’s team. Her name is Alex Hammel. Alex 
is originally from Londonderry, NH but currently 
lives in Methuen, MA. Alex played high school 
basketball for both Londonderry and Essex Aggie 
and she played forward. Her major ambitions in 
life are “to stay on top and stay ahead.” Alex in 
one word is “Amazing.” Some possible schools 
for Alex after NECC are Merrimack College, 
Saint Joesph College, and Curry College. 

Her favorite type of music is Hip-Hop and she 
really likes Drake. If Alex could go anywhere in 
the US it would be California. If she left the coun- 
try it would be to Mexico because “it looks pret- 
ty.” Her favorite movies of all time Coach Carter, 
Step Up, and More than a game. Lebron James is 
her favorite player and if she could meet any 
player it would be Kembo Walker. 

If you were to cook her dinner she would pre- 


the season “ to play hard as a team and don't give 
up even if were losing just stay at it keep going.” 

Alex says to the world “ I'm nice and you 
should respect everyone and always stay on top of 
your game.” In ten years Alex could see her self 
coaching division 2 ball and married. I asked Alex 
what she brought to the table for the Knights? She 
replied “ No matter what giving it everything I 
got every game and practice.” During the day 
you can find Alex hanging out at the rec center 
with the rest of the womens basketball team play- 
ing pool or just socolizing with friends. 

Finally I asked Alex the same question | 
asked Bemie, it’s the end of the game, balls in 
your hands above the free throw line seconds fad- 
ing off the clock your down by one, what do you 
do? Alex said “ fake it if there’s someone on me, 
then take the shot. You gotta be ready first to 
make it and you gotta have confidence in your- 
self.” 


Photo by Holly Parker 
Alex showing off her moves - 
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By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


It is winter once again and now 
that the world series is over the 
excitement begins. MLB free agency 
officially began November 3rd and 
there are a lot of major pieces avail- 
able. The list includes Albert Pujols 
Prince Fielder, Jose Reyes, CJ 
Wilson, Yu Darvish, and Heath Bell. 
The St Louis Cardinals won the 2011 
World series so you would think they 
could take a wait and see approach 
when it comes to free agents howev- 
er they have to battle pretty much 
every other team and outbid them for 
arguably the best player in baseball 
Albert Pujols. I think the bidding war 
will be between Arch Rivals the 
Cardinals and the Chicago Cubs. 

The Cubs and their new front 
office want to make an impact and 
there is no bigger one than Albert 
Pujols. The Cardinals need him more 
than any other franchise in baseball. 
King Albert is the face of the 
Cardinals, a Fan favorite, a perennial 
All star and MVP candidate. Which 
is why I think Pujols returns to the 
Cardinals. Prince Fielder will have a 
lot. more realistic bidders the 
Nationals,Brewers Rangers, Angels, 
Yankees, Red Sox and Cubs will all 
bid hard for the slugger however the 
Yankees and Red Sox are long shots 
because they would only sign him to 
play DH and Fielder is still young 
and able to play First Base. 

~The Nationals have a young team 


“and GM Mike Rizzo believes they 


are a power hitter away from being a 


NBA 


By BRIANA ROLDAN 
CORRESPONDENT 


On July Ist, at 12:01 am, the 
National Basketball Association 
went into a lockout. The players 
and owners of the NBA after five 
months have yet to come to an 
agreement that would end this 
stalemate. Little to almost no 
progress has been made that 
would have the players and own- 
ers getting ready to open their 
doors to fans anytime soon. Little 
is known if we will see Kevin 
Garnett or Paul Pierce lacing up 
their sneakers at all this season. 
With each month of scheduled 
games that gets cancelled players 
lose a total of 350 million dollars 
in contract earnings. After two 
weeks already 200 hundred mil- 
lion has been lost, if the entire 
season is cancelled it will reach 
into- the billions. However, the 
lockout is not just affecting the 
NBA, which leads to more disap- 
pointment. 

All of the companies that 
have financial stake in the NBA 
and the 2011-2012 season are all 
taking a hit from this hold. From 
the companies that have their 
name and logos displayed on 
signs in the arenas or the brands 


Sports 


MLB Hot stove 


serious contender in the National 
League. While Fielder has ridiculous 
power the only question is what is 
more important to Prince money or 
rings. If the answer is rings then 
Fielder will probably go to the 
Rangers who have gone to the world 
series two straight seasons but have 
failed to win a title. 

In the end I think Fielder ends up 
with the Texas Rangers. That's not 
the only thing the Rangers will do I 
also think they will sign veteran Roy 
Oswalt to replace CJ Wilson. Jose 
Reyes won't have as many bidders as 
Fielder or Pujols but two teams will 
battle for his services the San 
Francisco Giants and Milwaukee 
Brewers. The Brewers need him 
more than the Giants do because the 
Giants aren't losing anyone this off- 
season where as the Brewers could 
be losing there slugger Prince 
Fielder. The Giants won't have to 
worry much though because Jimmy 
Rollins is available and that's the 
direction the Giants will probably go. 

As for CJ Wilson he really shot 
himself in the foot with a horrible 
postseason if he would have had a 
good postseason the Yankees and 
Red Sox would be battling for his 
services. However since. he had a 
poor postseason he will probably end 
up signing with the Nationals or 
Cubs. There are two proven closers 
on the free agent market as well they 
are Jonathan Papelbon and Heath 
Bell. the two big market teams that 
are looking for closers are the Boston 
Red Sox and the Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

I think Heath Bell will go to the 
Red Sox and Papelbon will land with 


the Phillies. . Most think Daniel Bard 
is the next closer for the Red Sox but 
I find that hard to believe since he 
blew a lot of games in the 8th inning. 
The best part about free agency is 
teams take risk some play out like 
Bartolo Colon and the Yankees, some 
don't like John Lackey and the Red 
Sox. This years risk/reward players 
included Grady Sizemore and Carlos 
Beltran. Both seem to get injured 
every season. Beltran will probably 
end up with the Red Sox. It is a risk 
the Sox can afford because they have 
Josh Reddick so when Beltran gets 
hurt Reddick can jump in. Grady 
Sizemore will have a lot of bidders 
mainly because he is young. Who 
bids on him depends on what 
Sizemore is looking for if he is look- 
ing to start every other game then 
he'll probably go to a bottom team 
like the Marlins or Padres. 

However if he is willing to sit on 
the bench and play twice a week then 
the Red Sox and Yankees will proba- 
bly fight to sign him. Some risk 
reward pitcher include Mark Buehrle, 
Jason Marquis and Aaron Harang. 
Buehrle, Marquis and Harang are 
good veteran pitchers who can eat 
innings in order to preserve the 
bullpen Good Pitching is the key to a 
world series so these three pitchers 
will no doubt be valuable com- 
modites. The Yankees are desperate 
for pitching and the Red Sox have a 
need in the starting pitching depart- 
ment since John Lackey is having 
season ending Tommy John Surgery. 

Both teams will probably be bid- 
ding on all of these pitchers. The 
final free agent prize might not even 
be a free agent yet and that is 26 year 


old Japanese pitcher YU Darvish. He 
has not officially declared for free 
agency but people close to him feel 
like he will. The Rangers, Red Sox, 
Yankees and Blue Jays all sent scouts 
to watch Darvish pitch in Japan, The 
biggest concern is will he be able to 
pitch in America. If your going to 
spend more than 90 million dollars to 
sign him you want someone who can 
pitch effectively. The Red Sox and 


Courtsey of Boston Red Sox 


Yankees have already been burned by 
Japanese pitchers Daisuke 
Matsuzaka (Red Sox) and Kei Igawa 
(Yankees ) so they may take a cau- 
tious approach when it comes to 
signing Darvish. There is no doubt 
the off-season will be exciting the 
only question is where will the big 
name free agents land. 


ockout: Season ending? 


that sell merchandise all season 
long are losing money. Even 
smaller businesses such as park- 
ing garages are having empty lots 
each night, which costs them 
thousands for each game night. 

Nike -and Adidas could lose 
up to 500 million dollars in rev- 
enue. Advertisement campaigns 
that are planned out months in 
advance for these sneakers com- 
panies are now put on the shelf. 
Players that wear their shoes dur- 
ing games are practically walk- 
ing advertisements for fans to see 
the sneakers that they wear, then 
go out and spend 150 dollars on 
them in hopes that they can drib- 
ble like Rajon Rondo or shoot a 
fade away like Ray Allen. 
Dominic Dawson, who plays bas- 
ketball for fun, said, g°I always 
looked forward to buying the sig- 
nature shoes. I was looking for- 
ward to see the Celts wearing 
hem on the court this season.” 

i With that being said, kids on 
courts across the country will be 
rocking lat year's signatures 
shoes. y 

Orlando, Florida, the home to 
the 2012 All Star game will lose 
millions if the game and all of 
All Star Weekend is cancelled in 
February. Hotels and restaurants 


around the Quickens Loan Arena 
were all planning for a busy 
weekend but instead will practi- 
cally be a_ ghost 
Unfortunately, both players and 
managers have in a way been 
blinded by the finances this sea- 
son and have forgotten about the 
fans, and for just playing for gthe 
love of the game.i Instead of see- 
ing what the big picture is they 
will continue to waste time trying 
to decide on what 7 figures they 
will get paid. 

The lockout affect could also 
span outside of the United States 
into the rest of the world with 
maybe altering the Olympic bas- 
ketball tournament in the 2012 
Summer Olympics. Again, this 
would affect the die-hard at fans 
worldwide with players not being 
insured during the lockout it 
would cost FIBA (International 
Basketball Federation) millions 
just to insure each player during 
the summer games. This could 
impact whether or not NBA play- 
ers will be representing their 
countries next year in London. 

But the biggest impact that 
the lockout has, doesn't have 
anything to with money. It's the 
fans. They will be the ones most 
heartbroken and let down. 


town. 


One fan, Morgan Beck said, 
g:I'm sad about the lockout, | 
look forward to going to games 
my dad, it's 
we've done since I was young. 
But at least | can look forward to 
the Sox” 

.1 Where some fans are more 


with something 


upset because of this issue, oth- 
ers have a more pessimistic view 
of it. Another fan, Gene Fontaine 
doesn't share the same view as 
Beck, g:Both sides should start 
complaining, they are fighting 
over millions. Players are com- 
plaining over getting paid to play 
a -game. It's turned into such a 
mess, it's ridiculous.” 

i If you don't on the other 
hand follow basketball at all, you 
can still see the ridiculousness of 
this ongoing issue. One woman 
who barley knows the difference 
between a free throw and a field 
goal, Ivana Henderson, sees the 
frustration die-hard are 
undergoing at this time. She has 
said about the lockout that, “ 
a shame that money is in the way 
of the fans enjoying the sport. It 
was never like this before. Now 
it's like these players have to 
make millions in order to play a 
game.” 

With 


fans 


it's 


that response, one 


would never know that she wasn't 
an avid basketball fan. It is clear 
that with all the publicity that the 
lockout has gotten your average 
person has been informed enough 
how ridiculous this 
really has become. 

Today, November 8, 2011 a 
new offer was put on the table by 
the owners and was once again 
denied by the players. As each 
day passes with no improvement, 
it's becoming more and more 
realistic that the season won't be 
happening. The TD Garden won't 
be rumbling with chants of gDE- 
FENSEi and blanketed in green, 
and the there won't be a new ban- 
ner being raised up into the 
rafters anytime soon. Endorsers 
and advertisers will lose at least 
a couple million yes, but for the 
fansk sake, let's hope both side 
can come to an agreement sooner 
than later. The longer the season 
goes the less we have a chance of 
seeing any action this year. 
Players are ready to work with 
owners and the league to come to 
terms so the entire year isn’t a 
wash. The league is taking a fini- 
cal blow right now with players 
sidelined. 


to realize 


ay 
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Does anyone have a whistle? After finding 
the One 


Leo not won an 
Oscar, but he has 
won my heart 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


For the past decade or so, I 
have been experiencing many dif- 
ficulties in the love affiliation 
region. The problem is I am head 
over heels in love. 

Although, they say love at first 
sight is only in the movies, the fact 
is it exists. Love at first sight is 
really, real. The first time I 
glanced into his bright blue eyes I 
knew I was in love. 

Never would I find someone 
this good. Never, ever, ever. 

Whenever he glances in my 
direction, my heart begins to flut- 
ter and my cheeks become flushed. 

I think he likes me as well 
because I can see a twinkle in his 
eye too. 

Of course, the fact that the 
light was simply reflecting off the 
television screen may explain this. 
But, who is keeping track. 

All I know is that I am in 
LOVE with Leonardo DiCaprio! 
From the time he froze to death in 
the “Titanic” to more recently 
when he wore those fancy hats in 
‘J. Edgar’, he has done nothing but 
allure me. 

As a result, I constantly check 
his IMDB website and explore the 
pages. All of the pages. 

Honestly, there is nothing 
about Mr. DiCaprio not to love. 

His hair is always swept back 
into beautiful wisps, he dresses 
fashionably and he has really, real- 
ly white teeth. 

Then, he can imitate almost 
any accent perfectly. If I decided I 
want someone from either England 
or New England for a day, Mr. 
DiCaprio would be able to provide 
me with that experience. 

Plus, we are friends on 
Facebook. Well, not actually, | 
fanned him and constantly check 


his page, which is not creepy at 
all. From this I found out that he is 
an activist for saving wild ani- 
mals. 

Tigers to be precise, which is 
like totally cool as long as they're 
teeth are not being used to tear 
apart your flesh. I couldn't tell you 
his other interests because they 
were boring, but I remember the 
animals. 

But, after years of hoping Mr. 
DiCaprio would just show up at 
my doorstep and take me for a 
casual outing to the wonderful 
Italian restaurant the Olive 
Garden. 

I have realized after a several 
weeks of tearful sobbing that my 
last name will never be 'DiCaprio’. 

This is mainly due to the fact 
that he is old. Much, much older, 
in his late thirties and I am in my 
early, early twenties. Although by 
law, it would totally be legal. 

Secondly, I am not a super- 
model. But, from far away at cer- 
tain angles, if someone was a little 
bit drunk, they might mistake me 
for one because I am tall. Really, 
really tall like almost 5' 10". 

But, lastly, and probably the 
most minor of the all the reasons 
as to why I will never be Mrs. 
DiCaprio is that we don't know 
each other. 

We probably never will either 
because he is just way out of my 
league. 

Plus, if we ever did meet his 
security would take me away say- 
ing ‘This is the craziest one we've 
got tonight’. 

Then, I would spend the rest 
of my existence in a temperature 
controlled room, with my hands 
securely tightened behind my back 
and have lots of fun jumping off of 
the padded white walls. 

Thus, with that said, I am 
proud to say that I am no longer in 
love with Mr. DiCaprio and I will 
begin by forming crushes on men 
that I actually know. 

But, the fact my parents told 
me to aim high when it comes to 
relationships and | have browsed 
the crowds, not for Mr. DiCaprio 


MCT Campus Photo 


Leonardo DiCaprio has a 
face that is capable of 
making women faint upon 
just one glance. 


specifically. 

But, for someone like Mr. 
DiCaprio and no one's hair is 
swept into perfect beautiful wisps 
and their eyes are not like glancing 
in the depths of the ocean and the 
stubble on their face does not 
compliment their skin tone. 

No one will ever compare to 
him. 

Leonardo, if you are reading 
this, | will love you, forever and 
ever and ever and ever. 

Yes, that was a lot of evers and 
evers is not a word. 

And Mr. DiCaprio if you read- 
ing this will you marry me and 
divorce me after 72 days? It would 
make my life complete. 

In conclusion, the author of 
this column would like to say that, 
yes, it probably was a waste of 
space in your student newspaper 
and no, this column was not by 
any means creepy, although it kind 
of was. 


Horoscopes 


Letting go of your 
former single self 


By S.J.A. 
Observer Columnist 


It occurred to me the other day, 
as I’m sitting in my living room try- 
ing to visualize where that perfect 
accent chair should go, that | am 
nowhere to be found in my own 
apartment. I should rephrase that; My 
single self is no where to be found. 

In. the past year my life has 
changed. I’ve fallen head over heels 
for the perfect man, the perfect man 
for me. He has completely made his 
way into my head, heart, and now 
more recently, my apartment. His 
stuff is everywhere. He is every- 
where. 

I have guitars hanging on my 
walls, pictures of his son on my 
fridge, and hot rod magazines on my 
coffee table. I have a guitar amp in 
my living room and a hockey stick in 
my bedroom. Where did I go? 

Not that I’m completely lost, but 
my days of ‘Say Yes to the Dress’ 
marathons and ‘The Rachel Zoe 
Project” have been replaced with 
‘Storage Wars’ and anything on 
Palladia. | spend weekends cleaning 
and doing laundry to keep the place 
tidy and neat, and’my mall trips end 
in bags full of stuff for him. 

I’m becoming the perfect little 
Stepford Wife... errr Girlfriend. So 
typical. This is exactly what girls do. 
Which makes me wonder... What 
exactly changes for a man when he’s 
in a serious relationship? 

I can tell you from my point of 
view, not much. My boyfriend’s 
duties consist of doing the dishes 
(sometimes), putting together furni- 
ture/hanging pictures/anything 
requiring a power tool, and killing 
the occasional deadly spider that 
creeps its way into our bedroom. 


His entire wardrobe is full of 
things I bought him, literally from his 
Bruins hat to his Hanes boxers. I do 
the food shopping and the cooking, 
and every three weeks or so it’s me 
who reminds him to go get a haircut. 
I swear, if I didn’t mention 
SuperCuts every month he'd look 
like an extra from ‘Planet of the 
Apes.” 

So were does this leave me? Am 
I nag, a good girlfriend, or just his 
mother in cuter clothes? I know, at 
times, I’m a mix of all three. But now 
I’m really thinking... Maybe his life 
does revolve around me as much as 
mine revolves around him. 

He sends me flowers, rubs my 
back when I don’t feel good, and 
reassures me everyday just how great 
I am. He even throws digs about how 
my shoes have taken over my (our) 
bedroom floor. Perhaps it’s easy for 
me to think I have gone missing in 
my own house, but then again, I’m 
sure he feels the same way. 

Being in a relationship, one has 
to compromise and combine. And, as 
I’m looking around, that is just what 
we have done. 

I’m sitting here wondering where 
I have gone, where I have disap- 
peared to, but the funny thing is, | 
have been here all along. My Elle 
magazines are right under his hot rod 
ones, my boots are on the floor mext 
to his Converse All Stars, and our 
Bruins hats are side by side on my 
dresser. 

I am no where to be found 
because I’m not 22 and single any- 
more. I’m older and in a serious, 
healthy, stable relationship. My sin- 
gle self is gone. No more club/bar 
scene and the clothes that go along 
with it, no more spending hours on 
Facebook cyber stalking my latest 
flavor of the month, no more staring 
at my iphone willing it to ring with 
weekend plans. 

I think that accent chair would be 


perfect right next to his guitar amp... 


By Nancy Black 

Tribune Media 
MCT Campus 

’ Today's Birthday (11/16/11) 
- Take on more responsibility 
with greater ease. You're earning 
respect. 

A technical breakthrough 
opens a new direction, and a 
loved one plays a part. 

Don't lend money to friends. 

Pay bills first. 

Plant seeds and grow them. 

Note : To get the advantage, 
check the day's rating: 10 is the 
easiest day, 0 the most challeng- 


ing. 


Services/ 


Aries (March 21-April 19) 
Today is an 8 -- Keep com- 
munication channels open, espe- 
cially with family. You're very 


now. Financial 
prospects are hot, and lucky 
changes are in the works. Relax 


persuasive 


and enjoy. 
Taurus (April 20-May 20) 
Today is a 6 -- Better stay at 
home, or at least avoid large 
expenditures. Don't let money 
worries get in the way of love. 
Be alert and flexible. Clean 
house. Movie night with friends? 
Gemini (May 21-June 21) 
Today is an 8 -- The next two 
days are good for making 
changes at home. Add color, 
coziness and the perfect touches 
for upcoming gatherings. Willing 
helpers step in. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22) 
Today is a 9 -- 
Resourcefulness is the name of 


the game. Abundance is yours, 
especially if you're willing to 
redefine what it means. Try 
something different. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 

Today is a 9 -- You look good 
and feel better. There are intrigu- 
ing opportunities for you and 
someone close to you. You're on 
top of the world. Acknowledge 
your team; they're behind you. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

Today is a 7 -- Big deadline 
pressure may be heating up. 
Follow-up and completion 
releases steam. There's energy 
for expansion, but you could get 
in your own way. Delegate, if 
possible. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Today is a 7 -- Instead of 


waiting for the storm to pass, 
what about dancing in the rain? 
You could invite friends and get 
soaked. Then hot cocoa near a 
fire is nice. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 

Today is an 8 -- You'll be 
offered greater responsibility and 
a chance to show what you can 
do. There's a test! You're up to it. 
Focus, breathe deep and smile. 

Sagittarius (Noy. 22-Dec. 
21) 

Today is a 7 -- Your capacity 
to listen to others and adapt is 
greatly appreciated. You're grow- 
ing as a person to the point that 
you could use a new plan. Think, 
again. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 

Today is a 6 -- Escape the 


chaos for a little privacy. 

You're entering an intense 
business phase, with budget com- 
promise, decisions and invest- 
ments. The outcome could be 
positive. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

Today is a 7 -- Listen gra- 
ciously to a partner's idea. 

It may actually turn out to be 
brilliant. Your ability to work 
together with others increases 
your harvest. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) 

Today is an 8.Get back in 
action, even if it seems like 
you're getting nowhere. Rome 
wasn't built in a day. Woody 
Allen said, "80 percent of suc- 
cess is showing up.” 
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The Funnies 


WHIRLED JASON CAMPBELL [WHIRLED JASON CAMPRELL 


YEAH, DINNER SOUNDS 
GREAT! BUT TUESDAY'S 
NO GOOD FOR US, 
AND JOHN’S GOT A 
THING NEXT MONDAY... 
HOW ABOUT THE 
4TH THURSDAY? 


THIS JUST ISN’T 
GOING TO WORK OUT. 
PHILLIP, WE’RE JUST 

NOT MADE FOR 

EACH OTHER 


: : Te _ www.campbelcomics.com 
Jason Campbell Comic eae 


Calamities of Nature by Tony Piro 
WHILE THE REST oF 


I THINK WE SHOULD USE}] INSTEAD OF WATTS, WI! 
EVEN MORE OB8scuRE CAN MEASURE LIGHTBUL 
ANDO ARCANE UNrTs/ OUTPUT IN SLUG-FURLOK 
SQUARED PER FORTNIGI 


WOW, THAT IS 


THE METRIC SYSTEM, THE ITS AMAZING HOW 
U.S. STUBBORNLY L. BACKWARD THE U-S. 
CONTINUES TO USE fal ~ 
UNITS, 


MCT Campus Comic 


THE ENTIRE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (TS AMAZING THAT WE CAN ACTUALLY, IT ONLY 
IS BUILT OUT OF TWENTY-Six BASICALLY DESCRIBE ALL OF REQUIRES TWO 


CHARACTERS, ALONG WITH SOME OUR MYRIAD OF EXPERIENCES SYMBOLS. 
PUNCTUATION, WITH SUCH A LIMITED NUMBER 
a > _ OF SYMBOLS. [ak 


y, 


. with Rick Perry imploding, let’s pray the 
Liberals don’t discover Romney’s birth name 
is actually ‘Mitten’...” 


MCT Campus Comic 


Bees SHEY YOUI= 
“Submit your own comics tou us s at 


a ei 4 


MCT Campus Comic 


iy ia aaa 


“ 
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Cheers and Jeers 


Cheers to... Andre Dubus for visiting campus again. 
He is incredibly awesome, plus, he has meet Oprah three 
times. 


Jeers to... Massasoit Community College for poor 
sportsmanship and not respecting the NECC basketball 
players. 


Cheers to... NECC school spirit. It’s great that we can 
support out teams in the appropriate manner. - 


Jeers to ... Sarah Palin, just for being Sarah Palin 


Cheers to... Rick Perry for just being utterly 
awesome. 


Jeers to... those that park in the handicap spaces. 
You don’t think we can see you, but we can. We really 
can. 


If there is something out there that you would like to either cheer or jeer, then tell us, by 


emailing us at observer@necc.mass.edu. Remember everything is anonymous. 


Java Break 


ee ee 
hee eae 
ae ca Aa 


ciclet ft iene 
Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 

* an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 

* financial aid — up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. 
* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business administration, business 


studies, communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 
and/or al our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Salem. N.H.. and 
Brunswick, Maine. 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 
are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student Southern, =” 
New Hamp ie 
University 


For More Information: 
TE 603.645.9611 | Email: transfer@snhu.edu 


on campus. on location. online. wom sabe odu/ observer 


